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Historical Background 

Shropshire is situated in the north-west Midlands; before the 1974 reorganization it was the 
largest inland county in England, and throughout the period with which we are concerned it 
was relatively sparsely populated. Early travellers to Shropshire commented on the county's 
healthy situation. John Speed described it thus: "Wholesome is the aire, delectable and goode, 
yeeldlng the Springe and the Autumne, Seede time and Haruest, in a temperate condition, 
and affordeth health to the Inhabitants in all seasons of the yeere." The shire town, Shrews- 
bury, was notorious as the place where the sweating sickness was supposed to have originated 
in 1551; however, an extensive analysis of the boroughs population statistics from 1525 to 1642 
and beyond corroborates Speed's opinion - Shrewsbury (and probably the county) did not 
suffer as badly as many other places during mortality crises in the wake of epidemics) 
Shropshire is divided by the Severn River into two parts of almost equal size but of differ- 
ing character and geography. North and east of the Severn River the countryside is rolling and 
fertile arable land like that found within its eastern neighbour, Staffordshire. This lowland 
farming area was the more heavily populated of the two, as an analysis of medieval borough 
distribution will show. Heven of the fifteen boroughs in the county were located in or near 
the Severn valley, or to the north and east of the river. These included Bridgnorth, FAlesmere, 
Market Drayton, Newport, Shifnal, Shrewsbury, and Wenlock - all of them boroughs of some 
importance in our period. Valuable iron and coal deposits were worked from an early period 
in the area north-east of Much Wenlock; it was there at Coalbrookdale in 1709 that Abraham 
Darby first perfected the process of smelting iron using coke, instead of charcoal, and gave 
birth to the first phase of the industrial revolution.  
During the period before the Civil Wat one often finds western Shropshire referred to as 
Wales, and to this day the bridge in Shrewsbury which leads out of the town towards Oswestry 
is referred to as the 'Welsh Bridge.' This habit recognizes the different geography and charac- 
ter of this region. Much of it is hill country, since the county is traversed by pronounced 
ridges, Wenlock Edge and the Long Mynd, which lie in a north-east to south-west direction. 
In addition the Clee hills in the southern part of the county form another natural barrier. The 
hills were worked for lead and coal during our period, and extensive quarrying operations were 
(and still are) carried on there. The oldest rock in Britain, from pre-Cambrian to Silurian in 
age, occurs in this part of the county. Much of this part of Shropshire is suitable only for hill 
farming or sheep and cattle grazing and cannot support a large population. Four medieval 
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boroughs were founded in the area, two of which, Oswestry and Ludlow, were of some 
importance in our period because of the trade in wool, and later in woollen cloths. 
Another reason to refer to this part of Shropshire as Wales is historical; during the early 
period the area was not totally under royal jurisdiction, and suffered raids and annoyances 
from its western neighbour. The county became important as a fortress early after the Norman 
Conquest, and this is reflected by the construction of strong castles before 1102 in each of its 
chief boroughs, Shrewsbury, Ludlow, and Bridgnorth, along with lesser fortifications in other 
places. Travelling in Shropshire in the sixteenth century, John Leland counted twenty-eight 
casdes in all, some by that date ruinous. 4 Of course, a fortress is also a base for excursions, 
and the early history of west Shropshire provides evidence that the Welsh at times had much 
to fear from the armed bands maintained on their borders. 

Principal Transportation Routes 

There were three main roads though Shropshire in our period. Going east-west was the Roman 
road which started in London, went north through Lichfield and then west to Vriconium (at 
Wroxeter, near Shrewsbury) and beyond Shrewsbury to the Welsh border at Oswestry: Wading 
Street, now the A5. The monks of Lilleshall Abbey constructed their toll bridge at Atcham 
on this road between 1200-22. 5 Through our period this route was important for Shrews- 
bury's trade from Wales to London in Welsh cloths. A north-south road lay from Chester 
through Whitchurch and Shrewsbury to Ludlow and beyond, now the A49. A third route 
went from Kidderminster, via Bridgnorth and Much Wenlock, to Shrewsbury. This route was 
not suitable for transport ofhea W freight; severely hilly countryside and poor roads led traders 
to choose other means. The present route from Shrewsbury to Bridgnorth (the modern A458) 
was in the early period little more than a track in some places, and travel along it involved the 
considerably dangerous ascent or descent of Wenlock Edge, a steep cliffover 150 feet high. 
John Leland wrote without enthusiasm about his difficult overland journey from Harley to 
Much Wenlock: 'Thens to wennelok a market towne environid with hills, in shrobbeshire 
where was an abbay a 2. miles by rowghe grownd passynge ovar an highe rokky hill caulyd 
wenloc egge. '6 
The minute book for Much Wenlock is complete through our period but it lacks any ref- 
erences to visiting entertainers. The borough lay two difficult uphill miles from the Severn, 
remote from a good road, and I think this is the likely reason why the town remained relatively 
isolated and neglected by travelling entertainers. In other parts of the county, particularly the 
south-west, the comparatively poor parishes through which roads pained could ill afford the 
obligation, imposed in 1555, of keeping them up; because of the lack of good roads, before 
1750 the county had no stage coach services. It was not until the advent of turnpike trusts that 
the road system was improved in the latter part of the eighteenth century. 7 
The Severn River, longest river in Britain at approximately 220 miles, ranked second in 
importance only to the Thames. It was navigable for over 120 miles (the longest river naviga- 
tion in Britain), from Bristol to Pool Quay (Welshpool), and throughout its navigable course 
there were tow-paths on both banks? Boats from Shrewsbury traded almost exclusively with 
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Talbot, Lord Furnivalle (later earl of Shrewsbury), visited Shrewsbury with their retinues, 
including entertainers, in 1407-8 (see p 129). '* The rivalry between these magnates and the 
resulting disturbances to the peace during these years led to the scheduling of a 'superior eyre' 
(a sessions by the justices of the court of King's Bench, riding in circuit) in Shropshire in 1414; 
because of this the Shropshire peace roll for 1400-14 was called in and has been preserved, 
leaving us many valuable details about the administration of justice, and its limitations, dur- 
ing the period. The quarter sessions was, by 1414, little more than a political tool of Thomas 
Fit Alan. *s 
Edward Iv (formerly earl of March) had spent a good part of his youth in Ludlow, and he 
decided that his son should reside there attended by a council to supervise his household and 
to regulate affairs in the disttict. This was the origin of the Council in the Marches of Wales, 
ftrst overseen by John Alcock, bishop of Worcester, and Anthony, Earl Rivers, from 1472. Its 
regulatory activities are recorded in the Shrewsbury records from 1478, and visits by the young 
Prince Edward to Shrewsbury regularly occurred.'* The Council disappeared from view after 
the usurpation of Richard u! in 1483, but ten years later, in 1493, Henry vl! sent Arthur, prince 
of Wales, to reside at Ludlow; he granted additional powers to Arthur's council to give it a 
criminal and civil jurisdiction over Wales as well as Shropshire, Herefordshire, Worcester- 
shire, and GIoucestershire. '7 Arthur conducted his bride, Katherine of Arragon, there in 1500 
and died at Ludlow five months later. 'a Princess Mary resided at Ludlow with a lavish entourage 
for at least part of the period from the summer of 1525 until she returned to London and 
disappeared from public view for a considerable time. Entertainers wearing her livery are recorded 
at Shrewsbury in 1525-6 and 1526-7 (see pp 182, 185), and at Ludlow and Shrewsbury in 
1530-1 (see pp 75, 189). '9 
After her departure the Council was to have no personal connection with a prince of Wales; 
instead it centred around the activities of successive lords president and functioned mainly as 
an itinerant court, like the assize circuit courts but with enhanced powers that made it seem 
in some respects like the Star Chamber, having similar jurisdiction and powers of action over 
perjury, riots, and other misdemeanours but powers beyond those of the Star Chamber to try 
cases of treason, murder, and felony. Its civil powers were less often used, but it could exercise 
jurisdiction both as a court of first instance and of appeal in almost every kind of civil case.  
The Council also had administrative functions; the register of its ddiberations from 1569-91 
has been calendared, and it reveals administrative decisions over all sorts of issues from the 
licensing of alehouses to the proper maintenance of armour and the training of soldiers. *' The 
Council (or members ofi0 travelled to hold sessions in other localities but it was to Ludlow 
that they returned home; this was so economically beneficial that one other town, Shrewsbury, 
petitioned fruitlessly to have the Council spend at least one complete legal term each year in 
residence within its boundaries and repeatedly lavished hospitality upon visiting members? 2 
The potential power of the Council was demonstrated during the lord presidency of Row- 
land Lee, bishop of Coventry and Lichfield (1534-43). Coming at the crucial juncture when 
the Act of Union extinguished the rights of the Marcher lords, Lees tenure was marked by 
vigorous prosecution of criminals in Wales and the Marches. Along with the Council sessions, 
Lee used the quarter sessions, reinforced by participation of members of the Council, to 
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surviving records of ecclesiastical courts are scant for the diocese of Coventry and Lichfield 
and contain no relevant records of cases arising within its archdeaconry of Salop. Similarly, no 
records survive from the diocese of St Asaph for its deanery of Marchia. An examination of 
the county map (see pp 496-7) shows a concentration of place-names in the southern and 
western parts of the county; this does rot mean that people in other parts of the shire were 
less actively engaged in music-making, dancing, and plays but rather reflects the division 
of Shropshire between dioceses (the boundary largely follows the Severn River). 

RELIGIOUS HOUSES 

The earliest religious house in Shropshire, the monastery of St Milburga at Much Wenlock, 
was founded before 690 and flourished for over two centuries; by 800 it was the only known 
Shropshire monastery in the diocese of Hereford (the scarcity of early Hereford records pre- 
vents either identifying others or denying that others existed). 26 Wenlock had become secular- 
ized by the Conquest. It was re-founded by Roger de Montgomery between 1079-82 as a 
Cluniac priory. 27 Other larger religious houses were founded in Shrewsbury and the area just 
to the east of the town, within the diocese of Coventry and Lichfield (monastic foundations 
in the diocese of Hereford are concentrated south of the River Teme, in Herefordshire). The 
marked correlation, observable elsewhere, between central agricultural axeas and the location of 
large monastic establishments is apparent in Shropshire too.  Shropshire monasteries includ- 
ed Buildwas Abbey, a Cistercian abbey founded by the bishop of Chester in 1135; Lilleshall 
Abbey, an Augustinian house founded in 1145-8: Haughmond Abbey, another Augustinian 
establishment founded by the Fitz Alan family around 1130; and the Benedictine abbey of 
St Peter at Shrewsbury, founded by Roger de Montgomery in 1083-6. These were the largest 
foundations in the county, but none achieved anything more than local or regional importance 
and none has left us more than scattered records. Evidence of intellectual life in the monas- 
teries, though doubtless widespread, survives only from Buildwas Abbey, from whose library 
forty books remain from the twelfth and thirteenth centuries. 29 
Two religious houses, both in Shrewsbury, had some influence on the history of the town's 
ceremonial and dramatic activities: St Peter's Abbey and the house of the Austin friars. The 
abbey of St Peter was founded by Roger de Montgomery, earl of Shrewsbury, who actually 
became a monk there on his death-bed and was buried in the abbey church (see Appendix 2, 
pp 507-12, for related legends and miracles). The abbey's estates and income were based upon 
the churches and demesnes given by Roger and his allies, but the foundation received an 
early setback when the patronage of the abbey and the earldom of Shrewsbury escheated to 
the Crown following the rebellion of Roger's son, Robert of Bellme, in 1102. Within 
twenty years Henry  confirmed important privileges, including a three-day fair at St Peter's 
Day and a monopoly on multure (grain-milling) in the town. The abbey controlled the area 
known as the Abbey Foregate, which was separate from the town's jurisdiction until the Dis- 
solution and which had its own separate corn markets, fairs, and courts. The abbey had become, 
by the end of the thirteenth century, an efficient and modest administrator of its manorial 
incomes, including properties in and around Shrewsbury. Inevitably friction arose between 
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Bellme had rebelled against Henry ; the king successfully besieged the town in 1102 and 
the castle came under royal contrd. Bridgnorth was walled between 1226-33. The town began 
as a strong fortress, but its castle was ruinous by the early sixteenth century and had to be re- 
fortified during the Civil War, when a lengthy siege and bitter fighting ensued before the town 
and castle fell to the parliamentary forces. Js 
Henry  granted a charter in 1157, confirming privileges originally granted by Henry . 
Another followed from 1214-15 when King John granted the usual immunities and free 
customs to the burgesses. A charter of 10 Henry m (1225-6) granted a fair on St Luke's Day 
(18 October). Another fair was granted in 33 Edward m (1359-60) for the feast of the Transla- 
tion of St Leonard and three days following (6-9 November)? 7 By the sixteenth century the 
town was governed by the usual oligarchic arrangements - two bailiffs, twenty-four aldermen, 
and forty-eight common councillors. The bailiffs were chosen annually on St Matthew's Day 
(21 September) by a complicated system that included drawing lots to choose a jury of four- 
teen common councilmen who were sequestered until they made a final choice.  
The poll-tax returns for 1377 allow an estimate of approximately 900 inhabitants at Bridg- 
north, placing it forty-first among English towns of the period.  Because of the destruction 
of records, later figures are not obtainable, aside from John Ldand's estimate that Bridgnorth 
and Ludlow were about the same size in the 1530s.  The Bridgnorth guild of Mercers, Drapers, 
and Ironmongers had developed, like its rival to the north in Shrewsbury, upon trade from the 
nearby uplands where sheep-raising was the usual mode of making a living; it was in exis- 
tence by the beginning of the sixteenth century. Indications are that Bridgnorth suffered from 
continuing economic diculry after the general depression of the fifteenth century. The town 
was not as well placed as Shrewsbury to profit from the wool cloth trade, and its trading hin- 
terland was not as easy of access as was Shrewsbury's. 4' Further, Bridgnorth never developed 
the variety of cloth-finishing trades that grew in Shrewsbury, so its traffic in cloth could not 
well sustain it. John Leland, in his Itinerary, notes that the walls of Bridgnorth were in nins, 
and that 'The towne stondithe by dothinge: and that now decayed there, the towne sorely 
decayethe thet withe. '.2 This is the only remark Leland offers about decay of trade in Shrop- 
shire; we know that at the time of his travels the economy was not robust in other Shropshire 
boroughs, so his remark suggests that he may have found Bridgnorth particularly badly affect- 
ed.  Later in the century, in 1571, parliament passed an act to enforce the wearing of woollen 
caps on Sundays and holidays by everyone over the age of six, unmarried women excepted; 
this was to help the economy of towns such as Bridgnorth. Subsequent royal proclamations 
attempted to enforce its observance, admitting that the act was ineffective." Other trades, 
carried on until well into the nineteenth century, were boat-building and trading in freight 
along the Severn River, but these specialized and small trades could not sustain the economy 
that had formerly depended on the cloth and cap-making trades. 

LUDLOW 

Ludlow lies on the southern border of Shropshire, twenty-five miles south of Shrewsbury at 
the junction of the Corve and Teme rivers, near the border of Herefordshire. Although early 
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suppressed; the guild successfully petitioned that its property should be granted to the corpora- 
tion for the support of the school, the almshouse, the organist in the church, and also a preacher, 
and so the school passed under borough control in 1551.  There does not seem to have 
been a set of statutes for the governance of the school, the appointment of its masters, and 
the audit of its finances as was the case at Shrewsbury after 1578; instead, by a confirmatory 
charter of 1552 the borough was given all the possessions of the Palmers' guild along with 
iicence to appoint and remove at their discretion all persons employed at the school.  The 
result was that, to the end of our period and beyond, the school was administered as an adjunct 
to the town government. 
SHREWSBURY 
Topograph Population, and the Town Economy 
Shrewsbury stands nearly in the centre of Shropshire. The chief borough of the county and 
always an important administrative and commercial centre, Shrewsbury was in existence long 
before the Norman Conquest. The town was a royal centre at which Ealdorman Ethdred and 
his wife are known to have stayed with a large retinue in 901; by 924 it  its own mint.  Its 
name derives fi'om the Anglo-Saxon 'Scrobbesbyrig' or 'fortified place of the scrubland. ' It is 
situated upon two natural low hills in a situation which must have struck its first inhabitants 
as being eminently defensible. The town was established on a natural peninsula, broad except 
at its base, around which the Severn River provides a natural defensive barrier on three sides. 
Shrewsbury was divided into three wards', the Stone ward (after the Stone Gate, on the English 
Bridge), the Welsh ward (after the Welsh Gate, on the Welsh Bridge) and the Castle ward (after 
the Castle Gates). 7 The town spread beyond its natural bounds very early into the suburbs of 
Fraveli (beyond the Welsh Bridge), Coleham (on the west side of the Severn), and the Castle 
Foregate (along the Whitchurch road, beyond the castle gate). The Abbey Foregate, a mon- 
astic borough and planned suburb under the abbey's control, lay just beyond the Stone Bridge 
(now called the English Bridge). 
The barrier of the Severn has long provided a natural boundary to the town, particularly 
as long as the town remained fortified. Roger de Montgomery built Shrewsbury Castle shortly 
after 1076, on the only overland approach to the town; this may have been a rebuilding of 
earlier fortifications, but the new defences necessitated the destruction of fifty-one burgages 
(roughly twenty per cent of the total in Domesday), indicating that the castle was much larger 
than anything previously in place.  An upper and lower Castle gate commanded access from 
the toad to the north and was part of the town walls that followed the course of the Severn but 
at some distance fi'om it. These walls were built between 1220 and 1240 and parts of them are 
still visible. On the Stone Bridge another gate was constructed, thus making the town capable 
of defence. After the early period of Welsh wars, the town was not diligent in maintaining 
defensive fortifications or in modernizing them to meet new offensive strategies. In 1644 the 
town was easily taken when the parliamentary forces gained access via St Mary's Water Gate, 
opened by treachery, e 
Population figures are extremely difficult to estimate. J.C. Russell shows that Shrewsbury 
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Town Government 

A charter granted by Henry ** once existed but it had disappeared by the reign of Elizabeth. 76 
The eadiest charter now extant was granted by Richard * in 1189; it briefly grants the continua- 
tion of all the liberties and customs granted by Henry **, induding immunity from arbitrary 
levies, in return for forty marks' annual rent. From henceforward a series of charters issued by 
successive rulers enhanced the powers and responsibilities of the town government. The char- 
ter of King John, granted in 1205, first enumerated these rights, particularly in the direction 
of enabling the town to establish local courts, to oversee the assizes of victuals, to collect tolls 
from Welshmen coming to Shrewsbury with wares, and to hold an annual fair on 1-3 June. 
Henry ,11 in 1227 further granted the right to have a guild merchant and to prohibit non- 
members from trading in the town. On 3 March 1327 Edward m granted the burgesses a 
second fair, on the feast of St Matthew (21 September). A charter of Henry w in 1445 granted 
the town its own justiceship of the peace, which could determine felonies only with the 
king's mandate. Henry w**, upon the dissolution of the abbey in 1542, extended the town's 
jurisdiction over the parishes of Holy Cross and St Giles in the Abbey Foregare. Queen Eliza- 
beth's charter of 1586 formally incorporated the bailiffs and borough and extended the town's 
boundaries to include the Abbey Foregate (over which the bailiffs had exercised the abbot's 
powers since 1542, by grant of the Crown); this had the effect of granting two more fairs to 
the town, St Peter's fair (1-3 August) and St Winifred's fair (Midsummet).  As well, the queen 
granted the right to elect six It'S from among those who had been bailiffs; this implied the 
right to hold quarter sessions in the town with the participation of either the town recorder or 
the steward. In 1638 Charles, granted a new charter that vested power in a single mayor, as- 
sisted by twenty-four aldermen and a common council of furry-eight assistants; this was the 
working charter of the corporation until 1835. 
The form of town government that endured unti 1638, nearly the end of our period, began 
to evolve in 1389 by a composition, agreed to by the commonalty of the town as a means of 
dealing with discords and dissensions that had apparently been a source of distress in Shrews- 
bury for a number of years. A second composition in 1433 and a third in 1445 completed this 
process, which seems to have been guided by three principles. First, because the town had earlier 
experienced discord and evil government, there was an evident desire for a careful mechanism 
of checks and balances to place limits on the bailiffs' powers. Second, to ensure a rotation of 
office-holders, periods of ineligibility became the norm. Third, to ensure fairness in the annual 
elections a careful procedure was put in place. In its final form, the town government provided 
for twelve aldermen and a common council of twenty-four men; the original groups were 
elected by the bailiffs and burgesses and future replacements were co-opted, not always with- 
out controversy (see p 487). Their task was to represent the whole body of burgesses. Two of 
the twenty-four were to be selected by the outgoing bailiffs each year (they were chosen by lot 
after 1502), and these two were in turn to appoint a group of twenty-flve electors whose 
sole job was to elect the bailiffs (chosen from among the aldermen and common council) 
and other town officers. Chief among these were the Six Men, or 'sitters' (in Latin, 'sessores') as 
they were termed. The Six Men had wide responsibilities to prevent financial abuses; no 
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monastic lands seem to have passed into the hands of local Shropshire families or professional 
and merchant families from farther afield. 

STRANGE OF BLACKMERE 

The manor of Blackmere (now Blakemere) was originally in the family descended from the 
Marcher lord John LeStrange m of Knockin. Blackmere was inhabited in the fourteenth cen- 
tury. In 1383 the surviving female heir, Ankaret LeStrange, married Richard, fourth Lord Talbot, 
who thereby became Lord Strange of Blackmere. After Richard's death in 1396 his widow 
married Thomas Neville, Lord Furnivalle, in 1401-2; this second marriage resulted in no issue, 
and Lord Furnivalle died on 14 March 1406/7. Richard Talbot's first son, Gilbert Talbot, held 
the title, Lord Talbot, l/ore 1396 (in wardship, before he came to majority), and he succeed- 
ed to the title, Lord Strange of Blackmere, upon Ankaret's death in June 1413. Upon Gilbert's 
death in 1418 his daughter Ankaret succeeded as Baroness Strange at the age of two years; she 
died, aged five, in 1421. Next, Gilbert's younger brother, John Talbot, Lord Furnivalle and 
Lord Strange (ofBlackmere), inherited. John Talbot appears a number of times in the Shrews- 
bury records as Lord Furnivalle; he was a powerful lord in the county and was created earl of 
Shrewsbury in 1442. The manor house at Blackmere does not survive, although the lake from 
which the manor takes its name can still be found in Black Park, one-and-a-half miles north- 
east of Whitchurch. s* Modern maps indicate remains of a moat, presumably the site of the 

NEEDHAM OF SHAVINGTON 

Robert Needham of Shavington was admitted to the Inner Temple in 1583 and assumed a 
variety of offices for Shropshire. He was up for the county in 1592-3 and 1604-11 and 
high sheriffin 1606-7, and was appointed as a member of the Council in the Marches of Wales 
in 1609. He was created Viscount IGlmorey in 1625 and died in 1631. His son Robert, Viscount 
IGlmorey, was v for Newcastle under Lyme in 1614, and by his second marriage to Eleanor, 
daughter of Baron Gerard ofGerardk Bromley, he significantly enhanced the family's land- 
holdings. The manor was purchased in 1461 by John Needham, common serjeant of London 
and afterwaxds chief justice of the palatinate of Lancaster and of Chester. The house was built 
about 1506 by Sir Robert Needham, sheriffofShropshire, and was occupied by the family 
through our periodY 2 It is apparent from the accounts that Viscount Kilmorey was resident there 
in 163973 
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no connection with Julian the Apostate, Roman Emperor. If another saint of special local 
devotion were to have been selected as a subject for a play, the chief candidate would have 
been St Winifred, whose rdics in the abbey were venerated by a perpetual guild.' 
Money was contributed by the town for rewards for the players or other costs associated with 
the plays in 1511, 1516, and 1518; especially lavish expenditures occurred for the St Catherine 
play in 1526, in 1556, and for the productions of Thomas Ashton in 1564, 1565, and 1569. 
The guilds were also called upon to contribute in 1526, 1556, 1564, and 1569, as the records 
of the Mercers, Drapers, and Shearmen indicate (other guild records and accounts are lost, but 
presumably all guilds were called upon to contribute). The records often indicate an elaborate 
scale of expenses for costumes, props, and other necessities, and on one occasion, in 1568-9, 
the Mercers" guild offered to lend some of its own vestments, rather than contribute money 
towards the purchase of copes for Ashton's play (see p 213). 
Thomas Ashton came to reside in Shrewsbury at some date after 1550, probably in 1561; 
his residence there did not long precede his appointment as headmaster of the school. The 
only early source that suggests an earlier date is the unreliable "Escutcheons of the Bailiffs.' 
Although there clearly was a well-established tradition of civic playing at Shrewsbury before 
his arrival, the most lavish phase of civic drama occurred from 1550 to 1569. Exactly what pro- 
ductions were staged, and by whom, is confused by the existence of six sometimes erroneous 
antiquarian accounts. Four of these antiquarian chronicles were compiled in the seventeenth 
and eighteenth centuries and can be disregarded here; none contains a reference not also found 
in one or the other of the two nearly contemporary antiquarian accounts that can claim to be 
first-hand or to depend on memory, 'Dr Taylor's History' and 'Escutcheons of the Bailiffs.' 
To clarify, here follows a comparative list of references to playing activities: 

Town Records: 
1552-3 production of an unnamed play, not mentioned as being by Ashton 
1555-6 production of an unnamed play, not mentioned as being by Ashton 
1563-4 production by Ashton 
1564-5 production by Ashton 
1568-9 production by Ashton 

'Escutcheons:' 
1552-3 Ashton's first production 
1555-6 production of two plays, Julian the Apostate and Anot and Magot 
1560-1 Ashton's first production (again so designated) named as the Passion of Christ play 
1563-4 Ashton's second production 
1564-5 production by Ashton, which Queen Elizabeth is said to have journeyed to see; she 
failed to arrive in time. 
1567-8 Ashton's great play 

'Dr Taylor's History:' 
1568-9 production by Ashton 
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Depending on one's scepticism, then, one could say that Ashton produced as few as three 
or as many as seven plays. The town records do not form an unbroken series through these 
years so one cannot categorically rule out a reference that is not corroborated there. There were 
plays in three of the five years mentioned in "Escutcheons' (1552-3, 1556-7, and 1564-5) - 
it is not over the fact of play productions that one must be cautious but over the play titles 
given in 'Escutcheons' and other details there. Not all of its references can be accepted at face 
value. The entry for 1561-2, which mentions a second 'first play,' is in a different hand from 
the earlier entry and is written over a repair to the leaf. Also, we know from abundant other 
evidence that Queen Elizabeth's aborted progress occurred not in 1564-5 but in July-August 
1575, and had nothing to do with play productions. One may guess that civic pride in the 
success of Ashton's productions led to embroidery of the story of the queen's progress to see 
his play, and that the writer of 'Escutcheons' recorded a popular turnout. This notion that 
Queen Elizabeth journeyed towards Shrewsbury to seeAshton's play has been repeated many 
times, even in modern histories of the area; in fact, she never visited Shropshire at all. 2 
Probably Ashton involved his schoolboys along with other citizens in his productions. In 
1575 he asked (successfully) for a 'frame of timber' from the quarry for the school - possibly 
equipment from his last production - and his ordinances for the school required regular 
performances of drama, no doubt classical plays in Latin or Greek, by the boys (see p 220). 
The grammar school at Ludlow was the usual source of the locally-sponsored plays in that 
town; payments by the town authorities to the schoolmasters provide the evidence for these 
activities. In 1561-2 the town's rent-gatherers' accounts record a payment of37s 10d to the 
headmaster, Simon Thornton, for apparel for a play he devised (see p 82). In 1566-7, children 
were rewarded for playing in the castle (probably boys from the school). Visiting schoolboys 
from Leominster, Herefordshire, played with their schoolmaster in 1568-9; interestingly, they 
cannot be traced elsewhere (the Leominster records do not survive from the period). Finally, 
in 1575-6 the bailiffs paid for school performances at the annual bailiffs' feast. On many occa- 
sions the Ludlow schoolboys performed orations before the bailiffs; while these references are 
not printed here it is possible that some of these performances were semi-dramatic (see p 471 
for discussion of one set of surviving orations). 
Rewards paid by the bailiffs of Shrewsbury to the entertainer of the abbot of St Peter's Abbey in 
1516-17 and 1517-18 (see pp 172-3) are unique examples of a locally-based professional who 
performed in the town across the river from the abbey. Other payments to entertainers who 
made short tours can be found, such as the above-mentioned Leominster schoolboys. At Shrews- 
bury in 1549-50 a reward was paid for playing in May to 'waltero Taylor et alijs interlusoribus 
ville' (see p 202); Taylor also received rewards at Ludlow at Christmas in both 1550-1 and 
1551-2 (see p 80). He and his players probably performed in other localities around Shropshire, 
although no further records survive. Other troupes of local players appear in borough and 
churchwardens' accounts or in court records. An interesting case involves players from Claverley, 
who received a reward from the churchwardens of Worfield in 1588-9. Presumably there 
was a tradition of playing at Claverley; in a 1621 Star Chamber case, the defendants admitted 
that they performed their play a number of times in Claverley and Bobbington, Staffordshire 
(see p 39). Further, they claimed to have performed annually for a dozen years or more, in 
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the summer, before 'inhabitants of Ciavedy and others' (see p 38). A 1613 ecclesiastical court 
case from Diddlebury involved a troupe of eleven local interlude players, who Frobably per- 
formed in eight different parishes (see pp 52-3 and endnote). These are some of the chance 
survivals from what must have been a thriving tradition. 

Touring Professional Entertainers 

Travelling entertainers under patronage are recorded in all three boroughs which have surviving 
records. In 1570-1 the Great Leer Book at Bridgnorth recorded a decision that henceforward 
no players or bearwards were to be rewarded by the town; this accounts for the scarcity of such 
records, and the prohibition may have arisen from the town's economic hardship, outlined above 
(see F 365). As well, Bridgnorth was on a less travelled road, and may have been bypassed 
by touring entertainers for that reason (compare Much Wenlock, on the same road, whose 
civic records show no evidence of visits). However, one must emphasize that payments at Bridg- 
north, such as that to Lord Dudley's bearward in 1595-6, continued to be made on occasion. 
The queen's Flayers were rewarded in 1590-1 at a dancing on the rope. (In the Shrewsbury 
records there is an eyewitness account of the same troupe, presumably on the same tour, tumbling 
and tightrope-walking in the Corn Market.) The truly remarkable nature of the entertainment 
may be what occasioned the Bridgnorth burgesses to make a reward. In 1601-2 the town 
forbade players in the Council House or Town Hall but permitted them in inns; after this, 
town payments to players virtually cease, but that does not necessarily indicate a cessation of 
their visits. The town authorities appear simply to have decided that they could not afford to 
pay official borough rewards to visitors. 
Considering the relatively low population of Shropshire the number of recorded visits by 
entertainers and troupes is remarkable. Ludlow's situation on an important north-south toad 
from Hereford to Shrewsbury made overland travel relatively easy, and the Fresence of the 
Council in the Marches of Wales after 1471 made the town an attractive venue. Shrewsbury's 
importance and size, and its location both on the Severn River and at the junction of Watling 
Street and the major western road north from Ludlow to Chester, made it a narutal stop for 
entertainers. 
At Ludlow, Princess Mary's tom pany of players was the first known to be rewarded, in 1530-1; 
they were quickly followed by the players of the lord pti W seal (1537-8), the Frince's players 
(1540-1), the duke ofSuffolk's Flayers (1543-4), and many others. One professional trouFe 
with a loc connection, the lord president's players, appeared at Ludlow in 1592-3 and 1609-10. 
The visits of professional entertainers to Ludlow do not seem to have any connection with 
fairs or other events in the town. Records specifying the month (and less frequently, the day) 
ofvisirs are common there. These specifica}ly dated entries, while inconclusive because there 
are other rewards that cannot be assigned to a month, suggest that the travelling players followed 
their own itineraries. 
At Shrewsbury, records of visits by travelling players or entertainers are remarkably plenti- 
ful, but only very seldom is the month or day of the year when a company visited recorded in 
the Shrewsbury accounts. Also, one cannot often be sure that payments were recorded by the 
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BEYOND THE FRINGE 

Shrewsbury, like Norwich, was a venue for many itinerant entertainers who were, in David 
Galloway's phrase, 'far beyond the outskirts ... of what we should now regard as the "legitimate" 
theatre. '4 Some of the same acts appeared in both Norwich and Shrewsbury, such as the Hun- 
garian (or Turkish) rope-dancer who performed with the queen's men in July 1590 (see p 247, 
and JVorwich, p 96). A bearward, under the king's patronage, is first recorded at Shrewsbury 
in 1483-' and bearwards are regularly identified after that, as are other travelling animal 
acts such as the king's lion in 1492-3 and his camel in 1525-6. Usually such exhibitors of 
animals are rewarded in addition to the takings from spectators, as in 1537-8; they performed 
in the quarry, on the single occasion when the playing place is specified, in 1519-20. In many 
cases single entertainers are identified by name in the records. In the middle of the sixteenth 
century and afterwards payments to individual performers such as Thomas Stanweye, the 
queen's juggler, Wyatt the jester, and Sekerton the bearward, all in 1553-4, bespeak a grow- 
ing traffic in such one-man shows. Stanweye was also rewarded at Gloucester in 1563-4, and 
John Sekerton, or Sekerston, was the earl of Derby's bearward, rewarded under that desig- 
nation in Liverpool in 1574-5.  The records for these off-beat rtavellets at Shrewsbury are 
immeasurably enriched by the pages of'Dr Taylor's History,' the unparalleled diary account of 
events in the latter part of the sixteenth century; the diarist took a special interest in the appear- 
ances of rarities and freaks in and near Shrewsbury, sometimes spending half of what he wrote 
in a year on the details of visits. For example, he took many pains to record exactly the feats 
performed by the above-mentioned Hungarian rope-dancer who performed with the queen's 
players in July 1590 - to the point of omitting to mention whether the players performed a 
play (see p 247). Other examples of the diarist's invaluable eagerness to experience and com- 
mit to record such extraordinary shows are the visit of John Taylor on 17 July 1583, accom- 
panied by 'strange and woonderfull syghts' such as a malformed dead child in a coffin, a freak 
sheep with six feet and other deformities, a pig with horns, a dead calf with two heads, a live 
lynx, and an eagle, along with other rarities (see p 237). For another example, on 25 April 
1582 the diarist noted that one Anthony Frynpan, a Flemish man seven-and-a-half feet tall, 
exhibited feats at Shrewsbury but was robbed on the road while travelling away from the 
town because of 'hys couetous mynde' (see p 235). Master Banks and his performing horse 
appeared in Shrewsbury at the assize time in autumn 1591, and we learn much detail about 
this animal act from our observant diarist (see p 276). Finally, in July 1584 the players of the 
earl of Essex were rewarded for their services as volunteer fire fighters, following a public out- 
door performance, but this, like the 1590 show by the queen's players, must have been a truly 
singular instance - exactly the sort of wonderful or unusual occurrence that drew the diarist's 
attention (see p 238 and endnote). We are fortunate that so many details of such 'fringe' 
activities fill the pages of'Dr Taylor's History" and add to our impression of a busy borough, 
filled from time to time with opportunities for entertainment and wonderment. 
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The Booth Hall, 1774 (from a photograph in the Local studies Library, Shrewsbury, by permission) 
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to minstrels and entertainers in Ludlow are references to the waits. The existence of Bridgnorth 
waits is even more tenuously recorded, through travelling; the 'histrionibus et wayts de brudge- 
north' were rewarded at Shrewsbury in 1551-2 (see p 203), and Robert Needhanl, Viscount 
Kilmorey, rewarded the musicians of Bridgnorth when they visited Shavington in 1639-40 
(see p 355). 
Shrewsbury evidence for waits is plentifitl ifsometinles puzzling; they perform at home and 
records of their travels elsewhere show that they were flourishing at tinges when the town records 
themselves betray no hint of their existence. Payments for liveries for two persons tetmed 
entertainers ('histrionum'), presumably the waits, are found in 1432-3; three waits are first 
mentioned under that name in 1435-6 when liveries were again provided. Entertainers with- 
out patrons are rewarded in 1407-8 and 1426-7, in both instances for their services at betrothals 
in private houses in Shrewsbury; one cannot tell if these performers were the town waits al- 
though it is not unlikely. The number of waits varies between two and three persons until 
1458-9, after which the number is almost invariably three. Early payments are for liveries, 
while 'scochyns' (chains with insignia, worn around the waits' necks) first appear in 1463-4; 
the first payment called a teward, of Ss, is made in 1467-8. A question hence arises about how 
these musicians made their livings. The recorded payments are almost always for liveries or 
scutcheons, and the rewards paid to them would not have been sufficient to sustain them even 
if paid annually; as it happens the rewards were very infrequent - only five have survived, from 
widely scattered dates. As at Norwich, the waits presumably held other jobs in addition to 
their daily task of awakening the town and performing on other civic occasions, although we 
must note that Shrewsbury's waits were paid far less on an annual basis than those of Norwich. 
Probably, the town being smaller, the waits' duties were correspondingly less onerous, t9 It is 
also possible that payments for tx'dnstrels or musicians by the guilds were for the town waits, 
performing as free-lance musicians. 
In the later fifteenth and sixteenth centuries the borough assembly nainute books record 
decisions about the waits. X3(/aits" collars are called into the town exchequer beginning in 1505-6. 
The weight of these silver collars then is given as five-and-a-half'ounces each. One wait, Wdllam 
Breese, is named this year; he is also named in a payment of 1525-6 as an entertainer, when 
he was rewarded 8d for obtaining two other entertainers for the town. In 1508-9 three waits, 
named William Hethe, William Force, and John Eton, received their collars and gave sureties 
for their safekeeping, indicating that Bteese had temporarily relinquished his position. In 
1526-7 an intriguing collection of entries occurs. In the assembly minute books a vote was 
taken to continue to have waits. In the accounts a singular and small payment of 12d was made 
to new entertainers playing "corana balliuis in Scaccarid (before the bailiffs in the exchequer). 
As noted above, the exchequer was presumably the bailiffs' private business chamber in the 
Exchequer tower, and was too small for public performances; the amount is also much snaall- 
er than normal. The record may refer to an audition for potential new waits. A payment for 
two new waits' liveries this year might, then, have been necessitated if'two coats of new sizes 
were required. 
After this date the references to the waits become nlore sporadic. In 1574-5, 44s 1 ld was 
spent for their coats, an unusually high sum which may be related to an important engagement 
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from Mr Vernon, in 1540-1. The town rewarded singing men from Hereford in 1581-2, in 
connection with the St George's feast that year. The Palmers' guild also rewarded Simon Harper 
for his presence at the guild feast in 1446-7; probably the surname indicates his profession 
(see p 74). At Shrewsbury, because of the suspected theft of a livery coat, a troupe of rural travel- 
ling musicians found themselves in the town's court to explain their activities; their travels are 
clearly traceable through an area north and west of Much Wenlock where they strolled over 
several days to sing May songs (see pp 279-80 and endnote). Their account of their daily short 
journeys, walking from village to village (and hence, one supposes, from alehouse to alehouse) 
to make a living by entertaining, gives us a glimpse of the lives of performers at the bottom of 
the socio-economic structure. 
Not all musicians travelled to earn a living. A number of references to other musicians and 
entertainers resident in Shrewsbury and elsewhere occur in various records. Those employed 
by the abbot of St Peter's and by Thomas Neville, Lord Furnivalle, are discussed bdow, under 
Household Entertainment (see pp 394-5). The frequent payments for minstrels in the Mercers' 
and the Shearmen's company accounts show that there were often opportunities for local performers 
to pursue their calling in the town. In the town court records in the late sixteenth and seven- 
teenth centuries named musicians or minstrels appear, although in many cases they were in 
court for offences that had nothing to do with music-making. Identification of Hugh Cley, one 
of the examinants after the exchequer burglary, as a musician comes because he is thus desig- 
nated in such a court proceeding. 
A tantalizing payment in 1638-9 to the churchwardens of St Julian's by Thomas Peacock, 
joiner, of2s 4d 'for a little Chest belonging to the company of musitians' (p 319) continues 
to puzzle on several points. Why the churchwardens had come into possession of this chest, 
presumably upon the dissolution of the company, cannot be answered. As well, who were the 
company of musicians? Usually, 'company' refers in Shrewsbury to a craft guild, but there is no 
other hint of the existence of this company in the town although normally the compositions 
of the companies were enrolled in the town's assembly minute books as a way of recording the 
guilds' official status. Perhaps the company of musicians was organized after 1586 and its com- 
position was recorded in the assembly minute books that are lost. The reference may be to the 
town waits, because no other group of musicians is known to have existed at Shrewsbury. It 
is intriguing, nonetheless, that this chance reference suggests an organized musicians' guild; 
a minstrds' guild is said to have been established some time around 1080, and confirmed in 
1444, according to a medieval saint's legend printed as Appendix 2, pp 507-12. 
Musicians or minstrels also occur in records from outside Shropshire's three major boroughs; 
the earliest example comes from Longnor, where on a lay subsidy roll dated 1379 the name 
of'Pdchardus Pypere menstral xij d' is entered. 2. Entries in a parish register from Sdattyn also 
sometimes record the occupations of parishioners, including musicians.  Selattyn was (and is) 
a small village, three miles north-west of Oswestry on the Wdsh border; although relatively 
isolated and small it apparently enjoyed flourishing musical activity in the late sixteenth and 
seventeenth centuries. Other rural musicians abounded and are frequently found in the Acts 
of Office of the diocese of Hereford, when they are cited for playing on the sabbath or for 
other similar offences. 
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The Shearmen's Hall, Milk Street (water-colour in the Local Studies Library, Shrewsbury, by permission) 
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Dancing and Other Pastimes 

When we consider popular customs and activities, particularly outside Shropshire's three major 
boroughs, we are perforce restricted to those significant enough to have been recorded, and 
this usually means that the event in question has broken a law or offended other persons. 
Inevitably, reading these records gives a somewhat false impression because the activities are 
being recorded and dealt with in a hostile and negative atmosphere - a courtroom. But many 
local people, perhaps even the vast majority, led normal lives that were not devoid of celebra- 
tion, festivity, play-making, and music. Local musicians have already been noticed because 
their names occur in records that do not refer to performances, but which indicate that such 
entertainers were readily available in many places. However, because of the nature of the records 
it is the law-breakers who mainly concern us. 
From Shrewsbury in 1618-19 comes a noteworthy set of records about a group of morris 
dancers who found themselves in the town court because of their absence from evening prayer 
on 30 May, the Sunday after Corpus Christi, and also because of disorders and affrays that 
occurred during and following their dancing. Ralph Whoode, the apparent ringleader, is termed 
'lord of misrule' (see p 310), and they are charged with being at both play and dancing during 
the whole day. It was apparently an extremely vigorous day for the dancers, ending after ten 
o'dock in the evening (the light would surely have been failing by that time in the evening). 
From other boroughs and parishes our only source of evidence is the Acts of Offlce books 
of the diocese of Hereford, which abound with cases involving dancing, local plays, wakes, and 
other local festivities, as in neighbouring Herefordshire. 4 One must first consider the nature 
of the documents from which the evidence comes and the powers of the courts hearing the 
cases. The limits of what could be constituted as a 'detectable' offence were laid down in the 
periodic articles to be enquired of in visitations by bishops and their officials (see examples, 
pp 6-9). Many activities - a morris dance on a village green on a Saturday, for example - 
would not usually incur any legal prosecution. A report to the ecclesiastical court would come 
from a minister, churchwarden, or other church officer, or less often from a person or persons 
sufficiently outraged by an activity to go to the trouble and risk of complaining to the court. 
I say 'risk' because there is evidence that then, as now, laying a complaint could rebound on 
the complainer - after all, the inhabitants of a small community had to go on living with each 
other after the event. There are also cases where the churchwardens, whatever may have been 
their motives, are cited for not presenting unlawful activities (see, for example, p 328), and 
also instaaces where churchwardens or former churchwardens indulge in such pleasures them- 
selves (eg, at Ludlow in 1614-15, see p 92 and endnote). We must be careful lest we consider 
activities that broke the law as typical or regular events. 
Beyond simple infractions of the law, often there is clear indication that the activity for which 
an offender is cited is grossly disobedient or deliberately defiant. Such an impulse, I think, lies 
behind the most remarkable morris dance in Shropshire, at Clee St Margaret on Whitsun 
weekend, 1619. It is a striking coincidence that this dance occurred in the same month as the 
morris dance at Shrewsbury, discussed above- May 1619 was assuredly a memorable month 
in the history of morris dancing in Shropshire! Probably May-June was a favourite time to 
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These Star Charnber cases are lengthy and complex, and often libel is not the only offence 
included in the bill of complaint (see, for example, the complaint of Edward Lloyd of Llansilin, 
p 66 and endnote). Often the evidence seems contradictory and incomplete, particularly in 
Ridge v. Elliotts, the case arising from Claverley, which centres mainly upon libellous playing 
(see pp 23-39). Reading the bill of complaint and the answer one thinks that there must be 
some missing evidence; the play which is recorded in the bill of complaint and answer (Fool's 
Fortune) does not seem to fit with the claims made about the activities of the alleged mal- 
efactors; there is mention of a second play in prose; it is claimed that playing was carried on in 
other places over the previous twelve years and more; and there are also other confusions. It may 
also be that, like Pompey in Measure for Measure, haled into court before Angelo and Escalus, 
one or another of the parties was intentionally confusing the issues. The value for historians of 
the drama of Fool's Fortune, the play recorded in the bill of complaint, is that it is at* amusing 
and racy jig, performable by six players and easily capable of being toured because it makes 
few demands of a stage - a few portable props, a cleared floorspace, and an entrance/exit are 
the only requirements. It would doubtless have impact as a lampoon and would amuse by its 
songs (jig tunes are named, but these are not elsewhere recorded). 
The alleged plot at Claverley contained many startling turns. The vain attempt to achieve the 
hand in marriage of Elizabeth Ridge, for her money and without her father's consent, turned 
into a plot to libel her for unchastity and thus prevent her from marrying anyone. The plotters 
failed of that purpose when Elizabeth Ridge married William Pratt. One wonders how much 
to believe from the astonishing narrative. The important point is that even though the libel 
failed of its practical object (Elizabeth became married), John Ridge's complaint of libel was 
pursued; Elizabeth's reputation was itself valuable and to defend and preserve it was vital in 
the eyes of her father. 
I n summary, whether to entertain noble visitors, celebrate folk customs, pass winter evenings 
or summer festive days, lampoon an enemy, or delight a friend, the inhabitants of Shropshire 
enriched their lives with a remarkable variety of public and private music, dancing, plays, and 
ceremonies over the period of nearly 400 years covered in this volume. 



The Documents 

The descriptions of the documents from which records are drawn are given under four headings: 
Diocese of Coventry and Lichfield, Diocese of Hereford, Boroughs and Parishes, and 
Households. Within a large borough like Shrewsbury, civic records are listed first, followed 
by legal records, petitions and letters, school, guild, parish, and miscellaneous documents 
(including printed books). The shelfmarks and titles given are according to the preference 
of the individual record offices, libraries, and collections where the documents are preserved. 
With one archive class, ecclesiastical documents, I have eliminated as much cross-referencing 
as possible in presenting the descriptions. The bishops' registers and visitation articles are 
described first, as general diocesan documents. A broad description of the relevant volumes 
of ecclesiastical court documents, the Acts of Office books, is given under 'Diocese of Hereford." 
A volume of these court records may contain cases from one, two, or more different parishes, 
so each volume is described under the first relevant parish, alphabetically, and induded in the 
description of each volume is a list of other parishes from which records have been printed. As 
well, brief cross-references where necessary will direct the reader to the main description from 
those other locations. 

Diocese of Coventry and Lichfield 

The archdeaconry of Salop fell within the jurisdiction of the bishop of Coventry and Lichfietd. 
The surviving episcopal registers and ecclesiastical court books have no material relating to 
public entertainment in Shropshire parishes. Induded here are printed visitation articles referring 
to visitations of parishes in Shropshire as well as elsewhere within the diocese. 

VISITATION ARTICLES 

Articles of Enquiry of Bishop Winiam Overton 
[Within an ornamental border including, on the left, a figure playing a harp, on the right Moses carrying 
a tablet, and at the bottom t'vo seated devils flanking a central (blank) medallion having a winged head 
surmounting it] Articles I to be inquired of in the I Ordinarie Visitation of the right re-luerende Father 
in GOD, William I Lorde Bishop of Couentrie and I Lidffielde, diligently to be conside-I red of as well 
by Ministers, as I Churchwardens and Swomemen, 1 and aduisedly to be answered parti-lculerly 
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LUDLOW 

The early civic records of Ludlow are housed at the Shropshire Record Office, where a project 
to identify and re-catalogue items individually has just been completed; these descriptions 
reflect the new accession numbers. Most records do not antedate the sixteenth century. 

Civic Records 

Assembly Minute Book 

No original assembly minutes from Ludlow have been preserved among the borough records. 
An extract for 1581-2 from the Assembly Minute Books is contained in the following 
antiquarian compilation, preserved in the Bodleian Library. 

Oxford, Bodleian Library, Ms Ashmole 1131; 17th c. (includes copies of older documents); mainly 
English and Latin (with a few documents in other languages); paper and parchment; viii * 383 * ii; 
320ram x 200ram average (some larger or smaller leaves folded in, eg, drawings); modem pencil foliation 
and enumeration of documents; a compilation of documents of different types and sizes (mainly paper 
booldes) bound or pasted in; some decoratl lets:m, ink drawings and illuminations; sewing is disintegrating, 
edges frayed; bound, probably in 17th century, in suede-covered boards with brass dasps (one miasing, 
hinge only remains), gold crest and motto: 'ex vno omnia' on front cover. 2 Bodleian Library labels on 
spine with gold lettering: (1) XXXV, (2) ASH./1131. 

Bailiffs' and Chamberlains' Accounts 

Administration of the town's affairs was entrusted each year to two bailiffs and one or two 
chamberlains; the chamberlains were responsible mainly for maintenance and repairs, but 
occasionally they made payments for entertainment. 
The records for these officials, together with receipts and records of fines, are usually 
preserved together. In some years, the records are fastened together into a file by sewing, by 
attaching with a thong, or by puncturing with brass clasps bearing the date 1869; it is thus 
impossible to tell when these collected files were put together. A complete set of annual records 
(as occurs in 1559-60 and other years) will contain: 

1) a bound booklet in Latin and English, measuring approximatdy 310ram x 210ram and 
comprising between 18 and 32 leaves, containing decisions of the town court, estreats, views 
of frankpledge, etc. 
2) a number of frther single sheets and bifolia of varying sizes, sewn or attached in random 
order following the booklet. Among these may be found the accounts of the expenditures of 
the two bailiffs and the chamberlain/s, in English, usually presented separatdy on bifolia that 
were folded lengthwise giving a leaf size of approximately 420ram x 155ram (because the 
resulting leaves extended beyond the bottom edge of the bound booklet, they are invariably 
damaged). Other accounts, notes, and memoranda are preserved among these added papers. 
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LB 811139; 1545-6; English; paper, loose bifolium inserted into a paper booklet of accounts; 310mm x 
210mm; unfoliated. 
LB 811140; 1546-7; English; paper; booklet of 3 stitched bifolia; 420mm x 155mm; very creased and 
deteriorated; unfoliated. Ff [34-40] of a composite booklet. 
LB 811141; 1550-1; English; paper; composite booklet of 51 leaves; 310ram x 190ram; unfollated. 
LB 811142; 1551-2; English; paper; 2 bifolia; 420ram x 150mm; unfoliated. Ff [33-6] of a 
composite booklet of 46 leaves. 
LB 811143; 1553-4; English; paper; composite booklet of 75 leaves; 300ram x 200rmn; unfoliated. 
LB 8/I/44; 1555-6; English; paper, booklet of 53 leaves (4 leaves removed between ff[30-1]); 300ram 
x 200mm; unfoliated; title-page damaged. 
LB 8/I/45; 1556-7; English; paper; booklet of 55 leaves; 300mm x 200ram: unfoliated. 
LB 811147; 1558-9; English; paper; 3 bifolia; 430ram x 155ram: unfoliated; hole at fold near 
bottom. Ff [25-30] of a composite booklet of 59 leaves. 
LB 811148; 1559-60; English; paper; 3 bifolia; 420mm x 155mm; unfoliated; damaged at bottom. 
Ff [30-5] of a composite booklet of 48 leaves. 
LB 8/1/49; 1564-5; English; paper; 2 bifolia; 400ram x 150ram; unfoliated; folded at foot and damaged 
along fold. Ff [29-32] of a composite booklet of Sl leaves. 
LB 811151; 1566-7; English; paper, 3 bifolia and a single sheet; 400mm x 135mm; unfoliated; 
damaged near foot along fold. Ff[34-40] of a composite booklet of 48 leaves. 
LB 811152; 1567-8; English; paper, gathering of 5 sheets produced by folding a single sheet; 310mm x 
155mm; unfoliated. Ff 33-7 of a composite booklet of 55 leaves. 
LB 811153; 1568-9; English; paper; 4 loose sheets (originally 2 bifolia); 400ram x 150ram; 
unfoliated; much damaged near foot along fold. Ff [32-5] of a composite bundle of 55 leaves. 
LB 811156; 1572-3; 3 bifolia; 410ram x 155mm; unfoliated. FfT-12 of a composite bundle of 14 
leaves, bound with brass clasps. 
LB 811158; 1575-6; 4 loose sheets (originally 2 bifolia but now disjunc0; 400ram x 150mm; unfoliated; 
secured by brass clasp. 
LB 811159; 1576-7; 2 separate bifolia (each contains accounts of one bailiff), secured to other papers 
by a paper clip; bifolium 1: 410mm x 150ram, unfoliated; bifolium 2: 420mm x 155mm, unfoliated 
(piece tor away at foot). 
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Charles Gross, the collection is one of the most extensive in the country. 2 A reason for this 
remarkable survival is traceable within the records themselves. The borough assembly minute 
books from 1583-1735 were lost in the eighteenth century, but antiquarian extracts made 
before their disappearance preserve a number of minutes of decisions about the town's records, 
beginning in 1608, as follows: 
1608 'The records in the Exchequer ordered to be viewed and searched and placed in waynscot 
at the charge ofy e Corporation.' 
1612 'That the Records remaining in the Exchequer be rightly placed in the upper Chamber 
there & that the Town Clerks man be agreed with for doing the same.' 
1619 'That Mr. Town Clerk's men have 51i. given them to settle and place all the records of 
the Exchequer in good order. ' 
This early care and labour has continued over generations. In the late nineteenth century, 
following a fire at the Shirehall, further extensive work to arrange and preserve the records 
tesuited in a printed catalogue, A Calendar of the Muniments and Records of the Borough of 
Shrewsbury. The tin boxes used to store the records then are no longer used.* Shrewsbury has 
long been stable and reasonably prosperous and has not experienced the disruption caused by 
explosive population growth and industrialization. As wall, it was relativdy undamaged by 
bombing in World War  and consequently, its records have been preserved remarkably 
intact. Except for the bound volumes, each item described in the catalogue was, when 
originally examined, wrapped in brown paper, tied with string, and identified with a label. 
A welcome project is currently being carried out by the Shropshire Records and Research 
Unit (subject to funds and time available) to clean, rearrange, and repack the records in acid- 
free wrappings, thus ensuring their preservation for future generations of researchers. This 
project will not disturb the item numbers assigned in the Calendar; during its course the 
archivists have, however, flattened, cleaned, and preserved documents in a number of the 
bundles, assigning item numbers to them during the process. We have re-checked to ensure 
that the descriptions which follow have taken into account these preservation efforts up to 
March, 1994. One hopes that the Records and Research Unit will be able to continue this 
important project. 
Another welcome development reflecting Shropshire's continuing care for its written past 
is the project to build a new Shropshire Records and Research Centre in Shrewsbury, which 
will house under one roof the Record Office (currently in the Shirchali, Abbey Foregate) and 
the Local Studies Library (currendy in the Central Library, Castle Gates). The new building is 
projected for occupation in Spring, 1995, and will provide a fully integrated service in purpose- 
built surroundings. When the two collections are integrated into this new Centre, the 
manuscripts currendy in the Local Studies Library will retain their present catalogue numbers, 
but under the controlling accession number 6001. As a result, to give an example, an item 
described here as LSL: 290 will in the new Records and Research Centre be accessible as sgo: 
60011290. Therefore the accession numbers given in the following descriptions will not 
become obsolete. 
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Civic Financial Record 

The civic accounts begin with records from 1256-7 and are very complete, with few gaps of 
more than a decade in the series, although gaps do become more frequent during the period 
of the town's rapid growth in the sixteenth century. Documents from which extracts are printed 
often come from among a number of items within a large bundle. In the case of bundles of 
loose and/or tied sheets of paper (often containing upwards of 200 items), one cannot be 
certain that the often undated papers were originally sorted correctly, or that they have not 
migrated after cataloguing within a bundle or from bundle to bundle. Hence when I have 
printed extracts from more than one item from a particular bundle I have not attempted to 
describe where among the heap of papers in a bundle an item was found. After describing a 
document from which records are printed I have briefly indicated the condition of the bundle 
(necessarily in general terms) in which the item was found. This serves to point out to the 
reader that the documents transcribed here come from among a veritable cornucopia of 
materials that are usually completely unsorted (except into bundles). Materials undoubtedly 
from different years have been discovered in the same bundle on occasion; these and other 
individual dating problems are discussed in the descriptions of items and in the endnotes. 
After 1500, but far more frequently after 1589-90 and into the seventeenth century, one 
encounters more than one version of the accounts for a given year; all versions in which 
relevant materials have been found are described here. My general rule has been to print the 
version of a payment that is closest to the event, or the version that is most detailed and has 
greatest authority. I have indicated in each case the document from which I have printed 
extracts and the reasons for doing so, and have described the other documents here from which 
we have given alternate versions in the endnotes, using the symbol [EN] herein to refer to a 
document which is only printed and discussed in the endnotes. This prevents misleading 
readers into thinking that multiple versions of a payment necessarily imply multiple occurrences 
of the activity, while allowing them to have descriptions of all documents containing records 
of early dranaa below. 
The clustering of these multiple versions in the later sixteenth century, and the references in 
the assembly minute books (see p 433) to the expenditures of extraordinary sums to preserve 
documents in 1608, 1612, and 1619 suggest a reason for their preservation. Normal practice 
in the period after 1510 appears to have been to assemble the final versions of the annual bailit' 
accounts, usually paper booklets, for storage; presumably the bills, earlier versions, and drafts 
were discarded when the town clerk was assured that the final paper versions were safely packed 
away. The period after 1560 saw a very rapid growth in Shrewsbury's population, and 
consequently in the civic responsibilities laid upon officials; to take only one example, the 
'curia parva' began to sit weekly, rather than every two weeks during this period, doubling this 
aspect of the bailiff' and clerks' work. The town clerk probably lacked the time or the assistants 
to undertake this periodic review, weeding, and binding of the accounts and so the work of 
looking after the town's financial records may have been getting out of hand, leading to the 
extraordinary (but for us extremely fortunate preservation of many alternative versions of 
payment records. The above-mentioned payments to construct storage facilities and to pack 
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Shrewsbury, Shropshire Record Office, 3365/530/16; 1589-90; English; paper; single sheet; 
305ram x 205ram. Contains a |ist of expenses for the bailiffs and commissioners for the subsidy; 
occurs in a bundle ofpapets tied with a thong. 

447 

Miscellaneous Financial Records 

Three documents dealing with financial matters were found within the papers preserved from 
the town courts - perhaps the inevitable result of a system in which the bailiffs were both 
chief financial and executive officers, as well as magistrates. 

Contributors to the Whitstmtide Play 
Shrewsbury, Shropshire Record Office, 336512617129; n.d. [1565-75]; English; paper; single sheet; 
205rnrn x 155rnm. 

The bundle contains 164 items from 1511-1640 (many undated). The items have been 
flattened, repaired, and assigned item numbers; some are mounted; the size of membranes 
and leaves varies widely. The dating of this document is from identification of some of the 
names (see p 662). 

Guild Contributions to the Whisuntlde Play 
Shrewsbury, Shropshire Record Office, 336512620; n.d.[? 1568-9]; English; paper, single sheet; 
155mm x 2 lOrnrn. 

Expenditures Made from Gate Money 
Shrewsbury, Shropshire Record Office, 3365/2632; 19 June-7 August 1587; English; paper; single 
sheet; 250turn x 200rnrn. Contains a fragment of a town accoun 

Antiquarian Transcripts of Financial Records 

Extracts from borough financial records from 1520-1 and 1565-6 are printed in Owen 
and Blakeway from documents now untraceable; the disappearance of some of these records 
occurred before 1899 (see p 437). 

Owen, Hugh, andJ. B. Blakeway. A History of Shrewsbury 2 vols (London, 1825). 

Legal Records 

The surviving records of the borough courts of Shrewsbury comprise a collection of documents 
remarkable for their variety and chronological completeness. Five hundred and one bundles of 
court rolls and papers survive from the period before 1642, along with a series of court books 
comprising lists of suits, rolls, and fines. Each item may turn out to be wearyingly complete; 
bundles of papers more than a foot thick are not uncommon, and such a collection can make 
a week's work for a searcher. Materials have been uncovered from the 'curia parva," "curia magna,' 
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Shrewsbury, The Schools, Library; c 1577-1603; English; paper, ii + 249 + ii; 290turn x 195mm; some 
contemporary foliation, ff2-224, 230; bound in brown calf, rebacked, title on spine: *Dr. Taylor's 
MS: Biblioth Schol Reg. Salopiensis.' 

'Escutcheons of the Bailiffs' 

Arms of the bailiffs or (after 1638) mayors of Shrewsbury appear on rectos of leaves (three years 
to a page), while on facing pages (versos of preceding leaves) appear writings giving annals of 
important events in Shrewsbury, Shropshire, and national history. 
The volume was begun by Robert Owen and continued by his son-in-law, Joseph Baynes, 
according to a note written by Baynes on f2. Owen was herald deputy of Shropshire and 
Staffordshire and died in 1632; he was certainly responsible for drawing and colouring the 
coats of arms of the bailiffs to that date. The annals are discontinuous and not in Owen's hand, 
though partly in Baynes'; his hand is found as late as 1666. The sixteenth-century entries are 
by Baynes and another unidentified writer, who may have been an eyewitness to some of the 
events recorded. The entries are often incorrect or wrongly dated in that century. The volume 
was presented to the school by Baynes in 1668. 

Shrewsbury, The Schools, Library; c 1600-1725; English; paper; iv + 104 + vi (table on first 2 
endleaves}; 290mm x 190rnm; contemporary ink foliation; bound in full red tooled calf, tide on spine: 
'Escur'lcheons of the Bailiffs and Mayors of Shrewsbury 1372-1725.' 

Verses for Sir Henry Sidney's Departure 

See the endnote, pp 667-8, for discussion of the authenticity of these verses, first found in 
Thomas Phillips' work printed in 1779. 

Phillips, Thomas. The History and Antiquities of Shrewsbury (London, 1779). 

Inscription Describing St George's Feast 

An unknown copyist took down this inscription commemorating Sir Henry Sidney's Garter 
feast at Shrewsbury in 1581 ; the wainscot upon which it was written was presumably destroyed 
when the Chamber of Concord was demolished in 1784 to make way for a new Shirehall/ 
Guildhall. 

Oxford, Bodleian Library, s Ashmole 1112; 1660s; mainly English, some French and Latin; paper; 
x + 226 + i; 325rnm x 201ram; 19th c. pencil foliation; text area bordered in red; catchwords 
throughout; bound in blue marbled boards, backed with grey cloth. 
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$IDBURY 
Archdeaconry of Ludlow Acts of Qce 
See Eaton Constantine (p 418) for Ro: box 39, vol 146. 
STANTON LACY 
Diocese of HeroCord Acts of Offce 
Hereford, Hereford Record Office, Diocesan Archives, box 17, vol 67; 1587-8; Latin and English; 
paper; 290 leaves; 305ram x 212ram; ff 1-24 blank, for index, tabbed A-Y, then foliated 1-148; 
vellum binding (back cover missing), remains of leather strap and buckle, written in ink on front: 
'xxij ffebruarij 158(7) usquead xio Iulij 1588.' 
Hereford, Hereford Record Office, Diocesan Archives, box 24A, vol 71; 1616-18; Latin and English; 
paper; 375 leaves; 340mm x 198mm: no foliation: vellum binding with cloth ties, no title. Formerly 
preserved in box 18. 
Archdeaconry of Ludlow Acts of Qce 
See Morville (pp 430-1) for Hao: box 35, vo1131. 
Archdeaconry of He.ford Acts of Qce 
See Clee St Margaret (pp 416-17) for ao: b 24, vol 90. 
STOKE ST MILBOROUGH 
Archdeaconry of Ludlow Acts of Qce 
See Cleobury Mortimer (p 417) for lao: box 36. vol 134. 
STOKESAY 
Archdeaconry of Ludlow Acts of Qce 
See Bishops Castle (p 413) for lao: box 35. vo1129. 
STOTTESDON 
Archdeaconry of Ludlow Acts of Qce 
See Little Wenlock (p 419) for l-o: box 36, vol 135. 
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Principles of Selection 

The process of examining and extracting information from documents invariably proceeds by 
repository and document. While one is extracting information from, say, successive rolls of 
bailiffs' accounts, materials that seem in themselves unpromising may later be corroborated 
and enhanced by other sources of information such as guild records or early chronicle accounts. 
As a result the researcher tends to err on the side of inclusion with far more material on hand 
than may finally be printed, particularly when faced with a collection of records as complex 
and extensive as those preserved from Shrewsbury. 
It is a fitting tribute to generations of careful conservators of the documents that there are 
so few instances where documents have been transcribed from antiquarian sources because 
the originals have disappeared. Because this has happened so rarely, I have searched carefully 
and repeatedly for missing originals, with the assistance of a local archivist in each case, and 
I am confident in each case that they are indeed lost. The earliest antiquarian source is, in 
these cases, the document printed, and full details are given in the document descriptions in 
each instance. 
In transcribing civic accounts I have tended to give extended passages, rather than to print 
ellipsis marks between entries that occur relatively near to each other. In dealing with the dvic 
records of Shrewsbury after 1500 (espedally after 1580), I have encountered many cases of 
multiple surviving versions of a payment, because of the completeness of the archives. Up to 
four different versions of a given payment can be discerned, and they appear to have arisen 
in the following chronological order: 

1. Near the date of the actual event a claim for payment would be submitted to one of the 
Six Men by the person to whom the money was owed, or to the town clerk if the payment 
had been made directly by one of the Six Men. These claims are usually undated small slips 
of paper. 
2. These claims would be preserved by the town derk who would periodically enter them into 
a set of rough running accounts, perhaps dating his entries. There can be no assurance that 
the claims entered into these accounts are in anything other than a random order. 
3. The rough running accounts would be transcribed onto a draft set of finished accounts, 
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perhaps being marked offin the rough accounts when they were transferred. These dra 
finished accounts would have payments grouped together, but usually entered in the lan- 
guage of the original rough accounts. 
4. Some time near the end of the year a final set of finished accounts would be prepared, often 
with highly formulaic payment entries and with the actual amounts left blank. At the end 
of the year, either just before or after the audit, the amounts would be entered in the fin- 
ished accounts. 

One can easily appreciate that this process results in versions of the accounts that are increas- 
ingly formulaic and abstract. There occur years in which, had I lacked an early version of the 
accounts, we would not have realized that activities important to the collection had taken place 
at all (see, for example, p 245 and endnote). My guiding principle has been to print only one 
version of each account, trying to determine the one with the greatest authority and detail 
(usually, the one that lies closest to the event). In the document descriptions (pp 436-47) 
1 have outlined the various types of Shrewsbury borough financial records that survive, and 
under Historical Background I have presented a description of the town's government which 
accounts for the fortunate survival of these multiple versions. Details about editorial decisions 
in individual cases are in the Endnotes. 
In dealing with guild and civic records for the Corpus Christi procession I have included all 
records that provide details about the actual processions in successive years, because absence 
of an explicit reference to minstrelsy is likely only accidental in a given account. I am confident 
that the Corpus Christi procession was accompanied each year in a similar manner, with 
minstrels, guildsmen carrying lights and banners, and the other usual trappings of the day. 
There are records that do not directly stem from the annual celebrations themselves and 
are hence excluded here. Guild compositions regularly include provisions that payments such 
as admission fees, fines for various offences, etc, should be divided with a proportion of the 
money going for wax for the procession candles. An example from the composition of the 
Fletchets, Bowers, and Coopers will illustrate: 

They beth assented yn thys Maner to haue a ly3t of here owne yn the Worschyp of god 
and the seyd ly3t to be boren on Corpus christi day in the precession in lyke Wyse as 
other Craftes haue used & ofCustume, tyme out of Mynde Item We be assented and 
fully agreed by all the Maysters of the seyde Craftes that What Maner of persons Woll 
vse. & occupye or set vp Withyn the seyde toun or fraunchise any of the seyde Craftes 
schall at hys sertyng vp pay xl s. to the Wardens & stuwardes of the forseyde Craftes and 
they to dyspose hit in Wax to the encrece of the forseyd lyght... * 

Other evidence about the importance of Corpus Christi, also not printed in this volume, 
deserves discussion. The Drapers' company records from very early include as a stipulation of 
membership that the brother in question will pledge to 'kepe procession,' as the admission 
agreement for Thomas Seymper in 1499-1501 stipulates, for example. 2 These admission 
records regularly occur for a number of years; that they were not just pro forma is shown 
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Shrewsbury in Appendix 3, with a brief synopsis of the events and with precise document 
references to facilitate examination by researchers interested in such examples of public 
activities. 
For some unknown reason the king's holiday (5 November) was singularly and lavishly 
cdebrated at Bridgnorth in 1633, with orations and verses on a scaffold erected at the high 
cross, bonfires, and ringing of the church balls throughout the day. Details of the verses and 
orations do not survive, so I cannot tell the reason for this festival (or whether it involved 
mimetic activities); hence the records have not been printed in this volume. 
On numerous occasions the bailiffs of Ludlow and Shrewsbury rewarded the schoolboys 
at their respective grammar schools for 'orations,' and it is often unclear if these involved 
public mimetic performance or were simply speeches (and hence not included under gEED 
guiddines). At Ludlow the corporation acted as the school governors and they seem fairly regu- 
larly to have heard the boys recite at the end of term. If any indication survives that a perform- 
ance was involved, rather than just a speech-day type of exercise, the records have been printed 
here. One example is the appearance of the boys of Shrewsbury School in battle array in 1584-5; 
the costumes indicate that some special pains had been taken over this show. An example of 
excluded activity comes ftom Ludlow, where in commemoration of the thirty-seventh year of 
Queen Elizabeth's reign, the schoolboys in 1594 created an intriguing collection entitled 'In 
37urn Serenissime Reginm annum Ludlocensium Puerorum Carmen Anniversarium. 1594.' 
This is preserved as British Library sis Harley 6211, item 1 (ff 1-33), and it comprises 1168 
lines of Latin verses, arranged in set patterns. Ten named schoolboys each contributed twenty- 
four lines (twelve couplets), followed by six stanzas in each of the Asdepiadic, Sapphic Hendeca- 
syllabic, and Choriambic metres; following this four boys (presumably from a lower form) 
each contributed eight couplets and three stanzas in each of the above metres. The metrical 
forms are named and graphically set out before each exercise in each metrical form. The col- 
lection seems to be the result of an exercise or contest in Latin versification, and it conveys a 
vivid glimpse of the grammar school curriculum at the time. However, the manuscript betrays 
no hint that the poems were proclaimed, particularly in any way that would include mimetic 
performance.  
A search of the Star Chamber cases during the reign of James  uncovered many cases of 
libd involving rhymes, plays, and other activities. In examining these I looked for evidence 
of public performance of some kind, whether by way of a full-fledged play (as at Claverley) 
or the singing of a libellous rhyme in public (as at Sheinton and elsewhere). I have included 
any example where some type of public performance is indicated but have excluded cases 
where a libellous statement or rhyme is claimed to have been copied for circulation, afftxed 
to posts, doors, etc, or passed around amongst the people of a parish in some other way not 
implying performance. 
Another activity where public exhibition is often implied is the recording by the writer of 
'Dr Tayior's History' of monstrously abnormal births, resulting in stillborn or very short-lived 
freaks. These were often exhibited locally or (if they survived or could be preserved) were car- 
ried about more widely in travelling shows by organized entrepreneurs. For whatever reason, 
this diarist took a keen interest in such unfortunates; it is not always clear from his prose that 
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he actually attended a public viewing (although it is evident that he eagerly attended every 
one that he was able to visit). I have therefore included all examples of such freak shows where 
there is a likelihood that the chronicler could be repotting a personal experience of a public 
exhibition but have excluded those at a distance, where he doubtless depended on second-hand 
reports.  
Liturgical and semi-liturgical ceremonies within churches such as bell-ringings, processions, 
lights, and singing have bcen excluded, as have Corpus Christi celebrations such as at Cheswar- 
dine that appear to have involved no more than a liturgical procession. 
In ecclesiastical court records, 'play' has bcen taken to mean dicing or card-playing unless 
there is some evidence to imply that dramatic activity took place. 'Keeping play in his house' 
is a phrase capable of variable interpretation and, in my view, it seems to refer to games of 
chance rather than dramatic performances. The same is true of the word 'game,' which can 
refer to such events as May-games or to athletic activities such as silver games, tennis, wrestling, 
bowling, and the like. Athletics and the facilities to play them are omitted, but exhibitions 
of animals of various descriptions (bear-baitings, horse-races, cock-fights, etc) are included 
in the volume. 
Play-texts available in modern editions fall outside the scope of a REED edition, and there- 
fore with grea reluctance I have not printed the remarkable manuscript containing the Shrewsbury 
Fragments, preserved at the Shrewsbury School Library. The singularity and value of this manu- 
script is universally acknowledged, and its probable assodation with Lichfield seems agreed." 

The court procedures for Acts of Office or correction cases in the diocese of Hereford have 
been outlined in Klausner (ed), Hereford-shireCorcestershire, pp 38-40. The bishop, theoret- 
ically the judge in his courts, in practice had long delegated that power to his official principal 
(his vicar general). In turn the official principal employed surrogate or deputy judges. Courts 
for Shropshire normally met in Ludlow, so we have given the venue in our headings only when 
the court met elsewhere. 
The official principal was not usually ordained but was a civil lawyer holding the LLD degree; 
hence he was not able to impose or remove excommunication and a variety of circumlocutions, 
such as ordering that an offender be excommunicated or absolved (by a person entitled to do 
so), were employed when needed. The deputy judges were usually in holy orders but had no 
formal legal training, possessing theological degrees (STD or STY) or Master's degrees. The regis- 
trars were notaries public and presumably had a knowledge of procedure and canon law. 
Three registrars seem to have been active at a given time, though usually each court sitting was 
recorded by a single registrar. The summoners, or apparirots, were the most junior officers of 
the courts; they functioned as process-servers and sometimes as informants about offences. 
Only a few are named in the diocese of Hereford. 
The registrars used sewn paper booklets, each between forty and eighty leaves and contain- 
ing cases begun at a given session of the court, to record proceedings. These court books are 
sparse, laconic, and often chaotic. Brief formulae followed by 'etc' were used to denote prede- 



474 

EDITORIAL PROCEDURES 

ments that recorded events on an annual basis I have given the fiscal year most normally en- 
countered, Michaelmas to Michaelmas (the manorial accounting year since the Middle Ages). 
However, I must note that the three boroughs from which records are printed used three dif- 
ferent fiscal years, and the guilds from whose records I have printed extracts each observed a 
different fiscal year, none of which is the same as any borough fiscal year! The Michaelmas to 
Michaelmas year is, after the charter of 1444, the year observed in Shrewsbury (before 1444 
the year began the week after I September, St Giles' Day); Michaelmas has consequently been 
adopted here and where it is followed a double year (1544-5) is given. Where a different fiscal 
year is followed or the dating is irregular this information is given in an editorial subheading. 
The guilds' election days, terms of office, and systems of presenting accounts are dealt 
with in the document descriptions; these vary widely. A split year is given for dates between 
1 January and 25 March (Lady Day); 20 January 162zi/5 indicates a date of 20 January 1625 
by out modern reckoning but 20 January 1624 by the contemporary common reckoning of 
the beginning of the year of grace. 
The dating of the Consistory Court Acts of Office proceedings presents special difficulties. 
The date when the case was commenced is normally indicated by the "acta' heading for the 
relevant deanery at the beginning of a collection of cases begun on the same court date. Excep- 
tional cases are explained above (pp zi72-3) and are discussed in endnotes. The date that 
the alleged offence took place is usually not recorded unless it was relevant to the case, as at 
Clee St Margaret where the use of the communion table carpet at Whitsuntide was the main 
issue. But when a charge was simply for, say, dancing on Sunday in sermon time, the date may 
be left unspecified because the activity was illegal every Sunday. I have consequently given 
the date of the 'acta' heading as the date under which the records are printed; the date of the 
offence, if specified, will appear in the record itself. In a few cases no 'acta' heading has been 
found because of damage to the volume in which the record occurs; such difficulties are 
addressed in the Endnotes. 
Where there is doubt about the consistency or correctness of the date of a document I have 
used the manuscripts dating and dealt with the problem in an endnote. Because nearly com- 
plete lists of civic officials are available for Shrewsbury and Ludlow, it has nearly always been 
possible to give at least the appropriate annual date for each document. Wherever the date 
given is not certain the matter is dealt with in an endnote, as are the instances where an approx- 
imate date-range has been established through identification of names. There are a few instances 
in the Shrewsbury financial records where a scrap of paper containing a payment claim or 
bill may bear no date; these are also discussed in the Endnotes. 

Edited Text 

The materials in this volume have been arranged in the following order: Dioceses, including 
both the diocese of Coventry and Lichfidd and the diocese of Hereford; Boroughs and Parishes, 
in alphabetical order; and Households. Within each locality, the documents are presented 
chronologically. For a given year in a large borough like Shrewsbury the civic records are given 
first - assembly decisions followed by bailiffs', mayors', or chamberlains' accounts. Municipal 
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took to hear cases brought by individuals against each other that did not come under the 
jurisdiction of local courts, and its case-load increased remarkably in the sixteenth and seven- 
teenth centuries, despite attempts to limit it. The Jacobean proceedings have been analytically 
calendared - see Barnes, List and Index to the Proceedings in Star Chamber for the Reign of 
James n. Penry Williams, 'The Activity of the Council in the Marches under the Early Stuarts," 
Wehh Histo. Review I (1960-3), 139, compares the operation of the Star Chamber with the 
court of the Marches and suggests that the London court under Charles i normally dealt with 
only fifty suits a year. 

The Documents 

1 Klausner (ed), Hereforhhire/Worcestershire, pp 16-18. 
2 Charles Gross, A Bibliography of BHtish Municipal History, 2nd ed (Leicester, 1966), 389: 
'Few boroughs have records as complete as those of Shrewsbury.' 
3 Adnitt (ed), 'Orders of the Corporation of Shrewsbury,' p 171. According to Adnitt (p 153), 
the extracts were made by Godolphin Edwards, mayor of Shrewsbury in 1729-30. 
4 W. Phillips et al (eds), A Calendar of Muniments and Recorh of the Borough of Shrewsbury 
(Shrewsbury, 1896). 
5 See Clopper (ed), Chester, p xiv; see p 21 (sub anno 1521) for an example. 
6 Annals of Shrewsbury School Oondon, 1899). Many details for this description have been kind/y 
furnished by Mr James Lawson, librarian of Shrewsbury School, who is preparing a much 
needed edition of this unique ms local chronicle. 

F-itorial Procedures 

1 Amembly Minute Book l, sco: 67 No. 1, f84v. 
2 Drapers' Company Book, sRo: 1831/6/1, p 97. 
3 Drapers' Company Book, sRo: 1831/6/1, p 119. 
4 Weavers' Company Book, .s.: 3359, f 19. The years before 1642 in which this inventory 
appears re: 1598-1608 inclusive (in .s.: 3359), 1608-10, 1625-42, and beyond inclusive (in 
.s.: 3360). The inventory from 1642 gives intriguing details about the banner: '... a flagg a 
staff for the same ij Remnantes ofsilke of the same couler of the flagge the pickture of minerva 
with a staffe belonginge to the same' (f66). 
5 Weavers' Company Book, .s.: 3360, fT. 
6 Lloyd, Country Grammar Schoo p 43, states that the verse was composed by the headmaster 
and that it was proclaimed on a scaffold at the high cross, but I have been unable to find 
evidence for this. 
7 An example of a case where the diarist must have depended upon a second-hand report is the 
following, dated 1 February 1580/1: '... child monsterous borne in chechester in the countie 
ofsussexe in the sowzhe suburbes there of one angnes 'gge an advouterows woaman being of 
so lytyll shape as hytherto bathe not been the Lycke ...' (f 139). The diarist goes on to give a 
gruesome detailed description; likely he thought this portentous birth was connected to the 



mother's immorality. Mr James Lawson, librarian of Shrewsbury School, is studying the diarist's 
sources and in a letter to me he has summarized his findings: '[the diary] contains a mass of 
"news" from c. 1576 which can readily be identified with titles in srcor in the Stationers' 
Register on a national or international basis. The writer had a useful pile of printed ephemera 
on hand covering the whole range ofnews. '' 
The Shrewsbury Fragments have been printed in Non-cycle Plays and Fragments, Norman Davis 
(ed), Early English Text Society, ss 1 (Oxford, 1970), 1-7. 



Map of Shropshire reprinted from John Speed, Theatre of the Empire of Great Britaine (1611), 
by permission of the Huntington Library, San Marino, California 



Map of Shrewsbury reprinted from John Speed, Theatre of the Empire of Great Britaine ( 1611 ), 
by permission of the Huntington Library, San Maxino, California 



Shropshire, with principal renaissance routes 



Map of Shrewsbury by John Rocque, 1746, by permission of the Local Studies Library, 
Shrewsbury 
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Undoubtedly one attraction of Coventry fair was commercial, and in this connection it is 
worth noting the trades carried on by the Mercers who incurred fines. The Mercers' company 
members dealt in the buying and selling of cloth, a trade in which they vied with (and ultimately 
lost primacy to) the Drapers. Cloth-trading was the backbone of Shrewsbury's economy, 
carried on nationally and internationally from Shrewsbury, so it should not surprise us that 
traders in cloth would attend such an important fair. But not all attendees at Coventry carried 
on trade as Mercers; the exceptions were four cappers, a goldsmith, a cutler, a pewterer, and a 
pinner. Clearly the company comprised a wide variety of skilled tradesmen whose crafts were 
carried on locally for trading within Shrewsbury. Why would these minor tradesmen have been 
attracted to Coventry? Another intriguing question arises when one looks at the offices held 
in the company by those fined for absence. Ten individuals had been or would be guild war- 
dens, including one, Roger Forster, who was fined for absence in 1494-5 during one of his 
terms of office. He was also most frequently absent, being fined in six different years. Other 
members fined included four guild auditors, one of whom, Edward Myusterley, was fined five 
times. It is likely that the commercial connections to Coventry of some guild members like 
Forster and Minsterley were particularly strong. 
The foregoing investigation into commercial connections does not answer two important 
questions. Why did Mercers incur fines in some years and not others - were there some years 
when nobody travelled to Coventry? Or might these have been years when nobody incurred 
the extra expense for being at Coventry on opening day, Corpus Christi Thursday? One notes 
that the fair at Coventry lasted eight days and one could save oneself the 12d fine by delaying 
departure until after the Shrewsbury procession had ended, still leaving oneself ample time to 
conduct business at the fair in Coventry. To frame these two questions more positively we might 
ask why, in some years, were Mercers in Shrewsbury especially anxious to be in Coventry on 
Corpus Christi Day, necessitating the payment of hef'cy fines? 
It may well be significant that in most years in which fines were levied at Shrewsbury, the 
records show clearly that the plays were staged at Coventry. Therefore it is reasonable to suggest 
that people went from Shrewsbury 'to see that Shew'; the opportunity to mix pleasure and 
religious devotion with the business of Coventry fair was likely a strong attraction. There appears 
to be a positive link between Shrewsbury Mercers' fines and the staging of the Coventry Corpus 
Christi cycle, particularly between 1477 and 1507 when Mercers' fines occur in eight out of the 
nineteen years when the plays went forward. 
I put forward this idea only as a suggestion. We lack the complete set of Shrewsbury Mer- 
cers' records and, as is well known, the records of Coventry have many gaps. Therefore we can- 
not deny that the plays might have been staged in 1503, for instance, without surviving records. 
We know that the Coventry Corpus Christi cycle was not staged every year, but we cannot 
definitdy link years without fines in Shrewsbury to years when the plays did not go forwaxd in 
Coventry. To give an example, from 1480 to 1488 (a period for which we have no Mercers' 
fine-records) we have clear evidence for the plays at Corpus Christi in only one year (1485); 
for another year (1487) they are stated to have been performed on 'St peters da)? and for another 
year (1488) the performance date is unspecified (Coventry, pp 67-8). We cannot, however, 
place any trust in such negative evidence, nor say more than that the positive evidence suggests 
a link between fines and play-going. 
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1494-5 
Mercers; Ironmongers; and Gold.rmltls" Company Book LSL: 4260 
f 4Iv (2June 1494-22June 1495) (Finesforabsoce) 
Roger fforster xij d. 
Memorandum those that Rid to Cowntre feyre Richard pynner xij d. 
[Richard ffelipp gowlsmythe xij d.] 
Memorandum that Richard ffolypes capper on corpm chr/sti day departyd oute 
of processhon contrary to hys wothe for whiche he ys in Iosse vj s. viii d. 

1495-6 
Mercers; Ironmongers; and Goldsmitls" Company Book LSL: 4260 
f 42 (22June-6June) (Finesforabsence) 
Roger fforster xij d. 
Memorandum for Ridyng to Cowntre Thomas Wyche xij d. 
Richard pynner xij d. 

1497-8 z0 
Mercers; Ironmongers; and Goldsmiths' Company Book LSL: 4260 
f 42v col 2 (29May 1497-18June 1498) (Finesflorabsence) 
Memorandum the narnys of them that went owte to ffeyres 
Item Richard pynner xij d. ffor Cowntre 2s 
Memorandum Roger Cutler ffor his dissobedyens on Corpm Cisty day vn to his 
wardens and breking the the good order and Rule in procession vj s. viiij d. 

1502-3 
Mercers; Ironmongers; and Goldanitbs" Company Book LSL: 4260 
f 43v col 1 (30May 1502-19June 1503) (Finesforabsence) 

Memorandum that ther were Absent from processhon [ande] vppon 

35 

6/ Covyntee feyre: 19-26June 1495 
81 corpus cht:/sti day:- IBJune 1495 
17/Covyntre: Covemvyfair. heMJ-lO]une 1496 
251 Covyntre: Covemvyfair. held 15-22June 1498 

27/ Cisty:Jr Cristy 
27/ Corpus ... daF:. 14]une 1498 
28/ the the: d*/tography 
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Edeward Mynsterley xij d. 
RyccardAdams for brekyng le good rule & ordenans in le procescion on 
corpus chr/sri vj s. viiij d. 

M corpuschr/ai: 22June 1508 
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about Roger's second wife, is related from the Chronic& of John Brompton, by a nineteenth- 
century antiquary, John Corbet Anderson; he calls it 'this romantic story, credible in itselfi' 
While travelling from France to England to marry her future husband the Countess Adelais 
(Adelaide, according to the Complete Peerage) was caught in a storm so severe that the sailors 
despaired of survival. A priest in the countess' retinue, wearied by over-watching, fell asleep 
and had a vision of a woman who spoke to him as follows: 'If your mistress and her suite desire 
to be liberated from the instant danger of horrible shipwreck, let her make a vow to God, and 
promise faithfully to build a church in honour of the blessed Mary Magdalene, on the spot 
where it happens that she first meets the earl, her husband, and exactly where a hollow oak 
tree grows by a pigstye.' She vowed, the storm ceased, she met the earl by the oak tree and 
pigsty, and together they performed her vow, the result of which was the building of Quatford 
church (John Corbet Anderson, Shropshire: Its Early History and Antiquities (London, 1864), 9). 
This legend seems no more or less likely than the legend related in 'a true coppy.' The detail 
about the priest recalls Jonah's slum bet during a storm at sea (Jonah 1:5) and the episode in 
which Christ, awakened from sleep in a boat during a storm, calmed the waves (Mr 8:24, 
Mk 4:38, Lk 8:23). It seems to me probable that we have here another typical example of a 
legend of holiness. 
With reference to the miracle related in the present document it is important to note that 
the presentation of dares and other details is very confused. Roger claims to have become in- 
fected soon after the Conquest, and the pilgrimage and return supposedly happened soon 
after his vision; his minstrel's request occurred soon after their return to Shrewsbury. The 
Complete Peerage points out that there is charter evidence that Roger was in constant attend- 
ance at William the Conqueror's court throughout the larter's reign. In his granting of his 
minstrel's request Roger refers to his abbey at Shrewsbury, work upon which was completed 
in 1086, and he also refers to a later development, the 'perporte oftyme that I should change 
my life' (p 511, 11.36-7), his final sickness before he became a member of the abbey on 24 July 
1094 and died there. He was at the royal court, apparently hale and hearty, the previous 
Christmas. When, one wonders, did the alleged sequence of events related here take place? 
Another problem arises over the title by which Roger is styled. Roger de Montgomery never, 
according to the Complete Peerage, took the title 'of Belleme' ('Belismo' or 'Bedeleme' in the 
documen0. This lordship descended to his first wife in 1070, and on her death in 1079 the tide 
was assumed by Roger's eldest son, Robert. This confusion led 'X,' the author of the denunci- 
ation of the charter mentioned above, to assume that its writer thought the title descended 
from 'Bethlehem' (Salopian Shreds and Patches, vol 4 (22 December 1880), 129). One notes 
that in the document Christ's birthplace is given as 'Bedeleme,' as is Roger's supposed title. 
Whatever our attitude to such romantic stories may be, it remains true that many fifteenth- 
century pious people believed in them, so we must investigate the possibility that the confirma- 
tion was signed by John Talbot, earl of Shrewsbury, in 1444 in the honest belief that the 
event in Araske had actually occurred. However, the date of the confirmation and its supposed 
signing by Talbot on St Matthew's Day (21 September 1444) raise further questions because 
there is evidence, according to the Complete Peerage, that the earl was in Rouen on 22 Septem- 
ber 1444, in his capacity as godfather at the baptism of Elizabeth of York. This is not at all 
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1444 
Shreu/,m'y M/nstr/' Ord/name 
ff 3-3v (21 Stember) 

Shakespeare Cent Archives: DR 37/vol 51 

The true coppy of a confirmation by lohn Earle of Shroesburye of the 
orders for the mynstrells in Shroesburye founded by Roger Belismo 
Earle of [Shresb] Shroesbury in the Reigne of william the Conqueror 
and confirmed in the reigne of Henry the sixt. 

x 
Ayer 

Bee hit knowne to all true Cristen men that this present writing seith or hireth 
That I Roger Bedeleme Erie ofShroesbury sone after the conquest of my 
Souerayn william Conqueror was enfect with Syknesse of Lepur And [I ] as I 
in my Sykenesse being A vision appeared to me in myn chamber And basle 
me goe vnto Araske for there was A Candyll the which was with our Lady 
Christys moder in Bedeleme at the birthe of our Blessed Lord her Son And 
that time the sayd candyll tende by hit self through Myracle And ^rwhen 1 
the night was goen An Angell tooke the Candyll and bare hit into the xheir 
in Araske and there hit Bernyth and never wastTth And So sha]l till the day 
of DomeAnd yefthou might gete a sight of that Candyll and a Drop of that 
waxe thou shouldest be hoole ofthy Sykenesse, and when the day was Comyn 
I told my Counsaill of that vision and with their Avise I tooke with me xij 
men and myselfe was the xiij And went vnto Araske and there wee prayed xl 
dayes and every third day we had a sight of that Candyll But hit was ferr from 
vs And then we Imagenyd that/hit was not1 the will of our Lord lesu that I 
should be cured [ be cured ] bycause the Candyll descended not to vs or els 
there was some visious man in our fellyshipp. Than every ofvs was confessed 
And ij places was ha]owed there for vs to Abyde xiij dales xij ofvs to pray in 
oen place and the xiij in the other place till every man wer tryed by himselfe 
and thus we should pray v: oures afore the Noen and iij oures before the night 
and in the [th] xiij day my mynstrell went into that place And as he prayed 
the sayd Candyll descended noo ferr from him but the lenght ofa launce 
And as he here vppe his [han] hondes a droppe of the waxe fell on his right 
bond and he put hit into a bottell of Sylver and brought hit vnto me ^rand 
then hit was full of WaxeAnd therewith he touched my faceAnd than the 
waxe vanished away and my oudmost skinne fell from me and I flesh of 
Coullor hoole of Body and never after enfect till the perporte of tyme that 
I should change my life, and than sone vppon this [this] thorough Godys 
grace we came to [Shroe] Shroesbury And than I bad my Mynstrell aske of 
me what he woulde that I might yeue and I would grant {g] him And he 
besought me that he might have a Tapur ofwaxe in the remmembrance of 

35/ l:#rl wm 



APPENDIX 3 
Visits by Dignitaries 

Visits by the lord president and other dignitaries are summarized here because entertainments 
are likely to have been staged for them, but are not recorded as such (see pp 470-1 for fur- 
ther discussion). Unless otherwise specified the visits were to Shrewsbury. Modest payments 
for wine and other dainties are ignored because they are rdativdy common. The archive 
document designation follows each entry to hdp researchers who wish to investigate further 
these ceremonial activities. 

On 18 July 1537 the common council agreed that the aldermen and all wardens of the com- 
panies, with others, on horseback, should be prepared to greet the king's commissioners when 
they visited Shrewsbury the next day to enquire into religious houses. Provision of foodstuffs 
was also agreed on. (Assembly Minute Book 5, sco: 75 f36) 

On 4 June 1559 the town agrd to present a fat ox to the lord president when he came to 
Shrewsbury. (Assembly Minute Book 6, sco: 76 f3Ov) 

On 24 July 1563 the town agreed to present a fat ox, a hogshead of darer and other wine, cakes, 
and other things to the lord president and Council at the Council House; they also paid for 
stabliug of horses. (Assembly Minute Book 6, sco: 76 f62) 

On 18 October 1567 the town agreed to give 'suche necessaryes' as need be to the lord president 
and his attendants at his coming visit on 23 October. (Assembly Minute Book 6, sco: 76 f97) 

On 1 August 1568 the town agreed to disburse funds for a second visit by the lord president 
and Council, and to have the town guns shot offat their arrival and departure. (Assembly 
Minute Book 6, sco: 76 f 103) 

Undated payments, probably also for 1567-8, were made for scouring and shooting the guns on 
two occasions at the coming of the lord president. (Borough Court Papers, SRO: 336512619) 

On 17 June 1569 the town agreed to give halfa tun of wine instead of an ox to the members 
of the Council. (Assembly Minute Book 6, sco: 76 f 120v) 
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1289 
Inquest on the Death of Hugh de Weston 
single mb* (30June) 

PRO: C 145/48 

An inquest was held on Thursday, the morrow (of the feast) of St Peter and 
Paul, in the seventeenth year of King Edward's reign by these jurors written 
below, namely, Roger son of Stephen of Harton, William son of Roger of 
Stone Acton, Richard son of Reginald of Hatton, William Kete of Hatton, 
Reginald Crate of the same, Thomas Russel of Stone Acton, Richard Hamund 
of the same, Henry son of Thomas of the same, Richard son of John the 
smith of Wall (orpossiblyRichard son of John Smith of Wall), Richard son 
of William Roberd of Wall, William de le Wode, and Richard Churchyard 
of Hope, to inquire on their oath whether John Oakes of Acton Scott, accused 
of the death of Hugh de Weston, chaplain, killed the same Hugh in self-defence, 
because he could not otherwise avoid his own death, or by felony or malice 
aforethought or not. They say upon their oath that (John killed Hugh) not 
by felony nor malice aforethought but in self-defence because, in fact, it 
happened that after sunset on Christmas Day in the sixteenth year of King 
Edward's reign (ie, Christmas 1287) that Richard son of William of Acton 
Scott kept an inn in the same town and while he kept it there were some 
singers before the house in which the aforesaid inn was being kept. (They 
also say) that Hugh de Weston, chaplain, came passing by the inn of the said 
Richard son of William and quarrelled with the singers standing about there 
because he was extremely drunk and while he was fighting he saw the said 
John Oakes standing about and singing. (And they say that Hugh) had hated 
this John for some time because he (John) sang well and desired to have the 
love of certain women whose love the said Hugh very much wished to have 
(and) who were there near them in a certain field. And (they say that) he 
(Hugh) suddenly snatched up a naked sword in his hand and ran towards him 
and struck that John on the head with the said sword once, twice, three times. 
And (they say that) he (Hugh) gave him a terrible wound and also nearly cut 
offtwo fingers from his left hand and when he (Hugh) had struck (John), 
the said John on bended knees and with hands lifted up demanded the peace 
of God and the lord king. (They also say that) finally the said John, seeing 
that danger of death threatened him, ran into a corner by the street below a 



No such 
person 

Abdon 
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Stottesdon hundred, making a serious complaint thereof and asking that 
justice be shown him. (And they also say that) this said Walter rose and went 
with the said Roger and found many men outside the walls of Bridgnorth 
shooting arrows towards the town and threatening the men of the said town. 
And (they say that) the said Walter, who was bailiff, sought on account of 
the aforesaid complaint pledges from the same (men) that they would stand 
their trial; they did not wish to do so but the aforesaid William de Baveney 
made an attack on the aforesaid Walter and took him by the shoulders and 
threw him down at his (William's) feet once, twice, three times and, when 
he wanted to throw him (Walter) down a fourth time, the aforesaid Walter 
snatched an axe from (his) pouch and, because he could not escape the 
aforesaid William de Baveney so as to flee him speedily, he struck him in the 
throat, as a result of which he died. In witness of these matters the aforesaid 
jurors affLx their seals to this inquest. 

CHURCH STRETTON 

1589 
Diocese of Hereford Aas ofOce Hao: box 17, vo168 
f [233] (8 September) 

Proceedings of the court held for Wenlock deanery bore William Langfford, 
deputy judge of Francis Bevans, 12_o, vicar general of Hereford diocese 
Walter Burrie, schoolmaster, was made known (to the office), in English, for 
setting forth plays and interludes on the sabbath day. 

CLEE ST MARGARET 

1619 
Archdeaconry of Hereford Acts of Oce 
ff [378v-9] (13 October) 

HRO: box 24. vo190 

Proceedings of the court held for Wenlock deanery before Gabriel Wallwin, 
deputy judge of Oliver Lloyd, official principal, in the presence of James 
Lawrence, notary public 
Isaac Evans (and) John Meole 
Churchwardens there (ie, Abdon) are made known to (the official 
principal's) office (on a charge) that the communion cloth was lent to make 
a flag for a morris dance. The said churchwardens appeared in person on 
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LLANSILIN 

1612 
Bill of Complaint and lnterrogatory in Lloyd t ap Edward 
PRO: STAC 8/205/21 
sheets [ 17-18]* (l/sh verses attached to bill of complaint) 
Jesus 
1 Listen to the complaint of an unhappy man 
Who repents from the bottom of his heart 
And who cannot recover 
Until Christ takes revenge on him. 

2 (It is) not my own sin 
(Which) is against me now 
But for certain all the sins 
That someone, Father, did to me. 

3 Alas, I never did evil at any time 
To those in too much sadness 
And once to the one who is slandered 
None of it from faults that arose. 

4 Believe the truth without doubting, 
Do not be deceived by the devil; 
Wretched is the wrong if it is spoken 
If these tales are spoken. 

5 Woe is me by God that I was born, 
Woe that I was not buried, 
Woe to my family who are suffering 
That the lover is so unhappy. 

6 Woe to my conscience for troubling me, 
Woe to the land where I was raised, 
Woe to the sad one, that a Christian 
Should bear so evil a fate. 

7 A hundred woes for me all the days of my life! 
When it should happen to me to make a cause 
Giving shdter to express 
Dreadful lies, Jesus knows it. 
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The nations shall learn of them and hand them on to posterity. 
Posterity will rejoice, happy in so great a name, 
O Charles, the honour of our nation, another light to the world. 
Simon Cotton spoke (this poem). 

This day (opens) for us with a favourable omen, 
This day must be marked out with the victor's festive palm, 
The pious Charles is made a prince 
At its shining dawn. 

We must give due honours to our prince, 
Give him due and deepest love, 
And always be mindful 
Of the fourth of November. 

Warlike, let him love both arts and victory. 
Shining bright, let him support the learned Muses. 
As a victor, let him terrify the rebellious foe 
With a drawn sword. 

Renowned, let him be a model of his father in noble deeds 
And his mother in piety beyond the stars. 
And (when) an old man let him reckon up many years 
Of happy life. 
Edward Saunders spoke (this poem). I 

(English follows) 

Town of 
Ludlow 

1627-8 
Indictment Arisingj@om a Disturbance at a Play sRo: LB 11/4/55 
single mb - single mb dorse 

The jurors for the lord king present upon their oath that John Powell 
the younger, late of Ludlow, in the county of Shropshire, butcher; Henry 
Wilding, late of Ludlow aforesaid in the aforesaid county, butcher; and 
Richard Price, late of Ludlow aforesaid in the aforesaid county, butcher, 
on 21 November in the third year of the reign of our lord, Charles, by the 
grace of God, of England, Scotland, France, and Ireland king, defender of 
the faith, etc, at Ludlow in the aforesaid county of Shropshire in a ward 
there called Oldstreete and Galdford, within the jurisdiction and liberties 
ofrhe aforesaid town of Ludlow, did by force and arms, etc, make an attack 
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1388-9 
Bailiffs'Accounts sao: 33651349 
mb ld (Expenses) 
Likewise it was agreed (to pay) from the toll revenues for the earl 
of Arundd's entertainers and Lord Strange's entertainer/s 

25s 

Bailiffs" Weekly Accounts sgo: 3365/350 
mb 2d* (17-23January) 
Likewise paid for bread and wine ordered for Lord Burnell at the 
time of the session 5s 5d 
Likewise on Nicholas Gerady's expenses in the said session 2s 5d 
Likewise on expenses on another day of the session for Lord Burnell 5s ld 
Likewise given to Lord Burnell's entertainers on the Sunday next before the 
feast of Epiphany, 3s 4d. And on the bailiffs' expenses at Acton Burnell at 
the same time, 8d. 

(23-9 May) 

Likewise on expenses at dinner and at supper for the earL of Arundel's 
entertainers on the Wednesday in Easter week 17s 4 1/2d 

c 1389-90 
Assembly Minute Book I 
f A col 1 * 

SCo: 67 No. l 

Order for the procession of craftsmen of the town of Shrewsbury on the 
feast of Corpus Christi. 

Millers 
Bakers 
Fishermen 
Cooks 
Butchers + 
Tanners + 
Shoemakers 
Smkhs 
Saddlers 
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Likewise given to the countess of Arundel's entertainer by John Glover, 
the bailiff, for the honour of the town 12d 
Likewise on expenses for John Brugge, escheator, while in the house 
of John Glover, the bailiff 40d 
On expenses for Lord Powys' entertainers there 4s 7d 
Likewise given to the same entertainers in gold 3s 4d 
Likewise given to entertainers at the betrothal of David Holbache's 
kinsman for the honour of the town gOd 

565 

mb 2d* 
Likewise paid to six men (or the Six Men) standing at Stone Gate on that 
day when Lord Furnivalle came to the town of Shrewsbury 2s 
Likewise paid to John Rygale, the earl of Arundel's messenger, 6s 8d. 
Likewise to the same earl's entertainer/s, 3s 4d. Likewise to Lord Talbot's 
entertainers, 2s. Likewise to Lord Furnivalle's entertainers, 2s. 
...Likewise three gallons of red wine (were dispensed) at the house of David 
Holbache on that day on which his kinsman was betrothed. 
...Likewise one pottle of red wine and one pottle of white wine (were dispensed) 
for Wele and Laken when they came with the bailiffs from Holbache's house. 
Likewise one gallon (and) one quarter of red wine and one pottle of white 
wine for the same Wele and Laken in the company of the bailiffs on another 
occasion. Likewise one gallon of red wine and one gallon of white wine for 
the same. Likewise four gallons of wine for Lord Furnivalle. Likewise three 
gallons for Lord Talbot. Likewise four gallons of red wine and one gallon of 
white for the earl of Arundd on the session day .... 

1426-7 
Bailis'Accounts sp.o: 33651363 
mb 1 d* (Expenses) 
Likewise given to the entertainers at the betrothal in John Perle's house 
for the honour of the town 6s 8d 
Likewise given to the duke of GIoucestefs entertainers for the honour 
of the town 6s 8d 
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Likewise given for one gallon of wine for the same entertainers, some 
Rumney and some Malmsey 16d 
Likewise on expenses incurred for Lord Talbot's entertainers 4s 6d 
Likewise given to the same entertainers for the honour of the town 6s 8d 

mb 2d* 
Likewise given at the betrothal of John Shot'ton the younger to Lord 
Grey's entertainers and another entertainer/s 

mb 3d 
Likewise given to the duke of Gloucester's entertainers 
On wine dispensed for the said entertainers 

1432-3 
Bailiffs'Accounts sao: 3365/364 
mb 2d* (Expenses) 
Likewise for the liveries of three subbailiffs, two entertainers, and 
the crier 

1435-6 
Bailiffs'Accounts sao: 3365/367 
mb I d (Expenses) 
ewise paid for the liveries of three waits of the town and community 
this year 

1436-7 
Bailiffs'Accounts SRO: 3365/373 
mb 2d (Expenses) 

Likewise in cash given to the earl of Stafford's minstrels 
Likewise paid for wine given to the sane minstrels 

10s 4d 

6s 8d 
8d 

50s 6d 

20s 

6s 8d 
17d 
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Likewise paid to Edward Bastard for the livery of three entertainers 
called waits, each one taking 5s (for his own livery) 

15s 

Bailljff'Accounts SRO: 33651377 
mb 3 (Expenses) 
Likewise in coin given to the earl of Shrewsbury's entertainers for the 
honour of the town 
Likewise for wine dispensed for the bailiffs and the same entertainers 

10s 
2s 

Baili'Accounts SRO: 3365/377 
mb 4* (Expenses) 
Likewise in coin given to the earl of Arundel's entertainers, etc 6s 8d 
Likewise on wine dispensed for the bailiffs and the same minstrels 12 1/2d 
Likewise for William Lurer, minstrel, while going before the bailiffs 
on the eve of the Nativity of (SO John (the Baptis0 20d 
Likewise for bread and wine dispensed for the bailiffs and other 
honourable men while walking with them on the same night 4s 8d 
Likewise for bread and wine, that is, for six gallons (of wine) dispensed 
for the bailiffs and other honourable men while walking with them 
on the eve of the apostles Peter and Paul 4s 
Likewise paid to an entertainer called (a) 'Trumpet' for going before the 
bailiffs on the eves of the Nativity of (St) John the Baptist and of the 
apostles Peter and Paul 12d 

mb 4d 
Likewise in coin given to the king's entertainers for the honour of the 
10s 
town 
Likewise for wine dispensed for the bailiffs and the same entertainers 16d 
Likewise in coin paid to the earl of Shrewsbury's entertainers for the 
honour of the town, etc 10s 
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1446-7 
Baili'Accounts s.o: 33651377 
mb 6 (Expenses) 
Likewise in coin given to the count of Tankerville's entertainers 3s 4d 
Likewise for three minstrels of the king for the reward made to them 
for the honour of the town 6s 8d 
Likewise for one minstrel of the earl of Shrewsbury for a similar reward 20d 
Likewise for wine dispensed for the aforesaid minstrels 15d 
Likewise for the duke of York's minstrels for the reward made to them, 
etc 6s 8d 
Likewise for wine dispensed for the same minstrels 12d 
Likewise for wine dispensed for the bailiffs and other honourable 
and legal men while following them on the eve of the Nativity of 
(St) John the Baptist 3s 
Likewise for two minstrels while going before the bailiffs on the same 
night 8d 
Likewise to Thomas Forster for the livery of three entertainers called 
waits and of John Calverhall, town crier, each one taking 5s (for his 
own livery) 20s 

mb 6d 
Likewise for a reward made to the king's entertainers or minstrels for the 
honour of the town, that is, for six (entertainers) over and above their 
servants 10s 
Likewise on wine given to the same bailiffs and others while being 
present there 15d 

1447-8 
Bailiffs'Accounta silo: 33651377 
mb 7 (Expenses) 
Likewise in coin given to the earl of Stafford's performers, 40d, and to the 
earl of Arundel's performers for the honour of the town, 6s 8d, and for 
wine (given) to the same (entertainers) by the bailiffs there, 20d 1 ls 8d 
Likewise to two minstrels of the count of Tankerville for a reward for 
the honour of the town 3s 4d 
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mb ld 
ooo 
Likewise for the breakfast of the bailiffs and other legal men at the 
second great court, held on the Thursday immediately before the 
feast of St George the Mrtyr this year (ie, 20 April 1452) 17s 3d 
Likewise for two entertainers of Lord Audley on the same day in the 
presence of the bailiffs and other legal men 3s 4d 
ooo 
Likewise for four minstrels of the lord duke of York in the presence of 
the bailiffs and other honourable men for the honour of the town 13s 4d 
Likewise on wine dispensed for the same minstrels for the honour of 
the town 3s 6d 

allowed. 

1452-3 
Bailiffs'Accounts sRo: 3365/382 
mb 1 (Expenses) 
Likewise for one minstrel while going before the bailiffs on the eves of 
the Nativity of St John the Baptist and of St Peter for the honour of 
the town 2s 6d 
Likewise for two men while carrying two candlesticks called cressets before 
the bailiffs for the honour of the town on the aforesaid nights (blank) 

mb 2 
Likewise in coin given to the lord duke of Exeter's entertainers for the 
honour of the town by the oversight of the Six Men 6s 8d 
On wine to be dispensed for the same (entertainers) for the honour of 
the town 18d 
In coin given to four entertainets of the lord duke of Buckingham for 
the honour of the town and payment was made by the hands of John 
Colton 13s 4d 
On bread and wine dispensed for the same (entertainers) for the honour 
of the town 20d 

mb 2d* 
In coin given to John Gos, the earl of Shrewsbury's minstrel, for the honour 
of the town in the presence of the bailiffs and other honourable men 6s 8d 
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On bread and wine to be dispensed for the same minstrel at the same 
time 18d 
On wine dispensed for a minstrel of the lord earl of Shrewsbury 6d 
Likewise in coin given to the same minstrel for the honour of the 
town 3s 4d 
Likewise for John Phelips, piper, for his labour on the eve of the 
Nativity of St John the Baptist and on the eve of St Peter 2s 

1457-8 
Baillj'Accourts silo: 3365/385 
mb I (Expenses) 
And in coin paid to four minstrels of the lord duke of Buckingham for a 
reward given to them for the honour of the town and paid at the hands 
of Roger Sorysby 13s 4d 
And in coin paid for wine dispensed for the said minstrels at the same 
time and paid at the hands of the said Roger Sorysby 2s 2d 
And in coin paid for two gallons of white wine called Rhenish wine and 
one gallon of red wine given to Lord Powys for the honour of the town 
and payment was made at the hands of William Nesse 3s 8d 
And in coin paid to two minstrels of Lord Powys for the honour of the 
town and payment was made at the hands of William Wootten 6s 8d 
And in coin paid for one gallon of Rhine wine given to the said minstrels 
for the honour of the town and payment was made at the hands of 
William Nesse 16d 
And in coin given to two minstrels of the lord earl of Shrewsbury in the 
presence of the bailiffs and other honourable men for the honour of the 
town 6s 
And in coin paid for wine dispensed for the same minstrels for the honour 
of the town and payment was made at the hands of William Nesse 18d 
And in coin given to one minstrel of the lord prince and to his boy for 
the honour of the town and payment was made at the hands of Roger 
Sorysby 10s 
And in coin paid for wine dispensed for the said minstrel for the honour 
of the town and payment was made at the hands of the said Roger 20d 
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And in coin paid for a gallon of wine (?) dispensed for the said minstrel 
and payment was made at the hands of the same William 

2s 

1460-1 
Bailis'Accounts svo: 3365/899 
mb 15d (Expenses) 
And in coin paid for two gowns bought for two minstrels of the town 
called waits for their livery 
And paid for one gown bought for one minstrel of the town called the 
wait for the honour of the town and payment is made at the hands of 
David Bagle, tailor 

10s 

5s 

mb 16d 
And in coin paid and given to five minstrels of the lord king for a reward 
given them for the honour of the town 20s 
And in coin paid for wine given to the said minstrels for the honour of 
the town and payment is made at the hands of William Walford 2s 

1462-3 
Bailiffs'Accounts sp, o: 3365/391 
mb 1 (Expenses) 
And in coin paid for a rewrd given to three minstrels of the lord king 
for the honour of the town and paid at the hands of John Colton 13s 4d 
And in coin paid for wine given to the said minstrels for the honour of 
the town and paid at the hands of Robert Uryen 4s 

1463-4 
Bailis'Accounts sp, o: 3365/392 
mb ld* (Expenses) 
And in coin paid to three minstrels called waits and for their livery, 
each one taking 5s for the aforesaid livery, and paid at the hands of 
Hugh Hosier 

15s 
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And in coin paid to Adam Goldsmyth for the making of the bands for 
the scutcheons of the entertainers of the town called waits 33s 
And in coin paid for wine given to the abbot of Shrewsbury on the feast 
of Cotpus Christi for the honour of the town 8d 

mb 2 
And in coin paid for a reward given to five minstrels of the lord king in 
the presence of the bailiffs and other honourable men for the honour of 
the town and payment was made at the hands of Roger Fox 20s 

And in coin paid for wine given to the said entertainers in the presence 
of the bailiffs and other honourable men for the honour of the town and 
payment is made at the hands of Roger Fox 3s 6d 

1465-6 
Bailis'Aeeounts sp.o: 3365/396 
mb ld* (Expenses) 
And in coin paid for a reward to five minstrels of the lord king and paid 
by the hands of Thomas Goldsmith 13s 4d 
And in coin paid for wine given to the said minstrels for the honour of 
the town and paid at the hands of John Ottley 4s 

1466-7 
Baili'Aeeounts silo: 3365/398 
mb 1 (Expenses) 
And (they seek allowance) of 15s paid to the same William (Sugdon) for 
the livery of three minstrels called waits this year 15s 
And (they seek allowance) of3s 6d paid for wine given to the earl of 
Worcester's minstrel/s for the honour of the town and paid at the hands 
of William Pontesbury 3(...) 

mb ld 
And in coin paid to six minstrels of the lord king for a reward given 
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to them for the honour of the town and paid at the hands of 
John Wyrall 20s 
And in coin paid for wine given to the same minstrels for the honour 
of the town and paid to the hands of Robert Uryen (...) 
And in coin paid to John Otfley for wine hitherto not paid for and 
given to the eosl of Worcester's minstrels on his journey to the castle 
of Denbigh 3s 6d 
.oo 

1467-8 
Bailis'Accounts sao: 33651401 
mb I (Expenses) 
ooo 
And (they seek allowance) of 15s paid for the livery of three entertainers 
or minstrels called waits, each one taking 5s for the aforesaid livery, and 
paid at the hands of William Sugdon 15s 
o.o 

mb ld 
.oo 
And in coin paid to three entertainers caled or termed waits of the town 
this yeos for a rewrd given them 
o.o 

55 

mb 3d 
And in coin paid to three minstrels of the lord king while being with 
the bailiffs for a reward given to them for the honour of the town and 
paid at the hands of William Sugdon 
And on wine given to the same minstrels in the presence of the bailiffs 
and other honourable men (who) were with the said bailiffs and paid 
at the hands of John Ottley 

20s 

12d 

1473-4 
Bailiffs'Accounts sao: 33651407 
robs 8-8d (Expenses) 
And in coin paid for the livery of three minstrels this year 

15s 
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mb 2 
And in coin for a reward given to the duke of Clarence's minstrels for the 
honour of the town 13s 4d 
And in coin paid for wine given to the same minstrels 2s 8d 

1476-7 
Baillffs'Accounts sRo: 33651410 
mb 1 (Expenses) 
And in coin paid for a reward to four minstrels, called 'trumpets,' 
of the lord prince and paid at the hands of John Guttyns 13s 4d 
And in coin paid for wine given to the said minstrels in the presence 
of the bailiffs and other honourable men and paid at the hands of 
William Pontesbury 4s 
And ir coin paid and giveu to Walter Harper and Guto'r Glyn, two 
minstrels of the prince, for the honour of the town and paid at the 
hands of William Pontesbury 6s 8d 
And in coin paid and a reward given to seven minstrels of the duke of 
Gloucester for the honour of the town and paid at the hands of John 
Guttyns 20s 
And in coin given to one minstrel of the said duke, called or termed the 
taboret, and paid at the hands of the same John for the honour of the 
town 3s 4d 
And ir coin paid for wine given to the duke of Gloucester's minstrels 6s ld 

mb ld 
And in coin paid for a reward to six minstrels of the lord king in the 
presence of the bailiffs and other honourable men for the honour of 
the town and paid at the hands of Thomas Churchyard 20s 
And ir coin paid for a reward given to three minstrels of the queen 
and paid at the hands of John Guttyns 10s 
And in coin paid for wine given to the minstrels of the lord king for the 
honour of the town and paid at the hands of William Pontesbury 9s 6d 
And in coin paid to William Pontesbury for wine given to the minstrels 
of the queen for the honour of the town 5s 
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And in coin paid for a reward given to four minstrels of the duke 
of Clarence for the honour of the town and paid at the hands of 
William Pontesbury 13s 4d 
And in coin paid for wine given to the said minstrels and paid at the 
hands of the said William 9s 1 ld 
And in coin paid for the livery of the three entertainers called waits, each 
one taking 5s for the aforesaid livery 15s 

1477-8 
Bailis'Accounts SRO: 3365/413 
mb 1 (Expenses) 
And in coin paid for the livery of three minstrels called waits, that is, 
for three gowns, and paid at the hands of John Selke 15s 
And in coin paid for a reward given to one minstrel of the duke of 
Gloucester and paid at the hands of John Selke 6s 8d 
And in coin paid for wine given the said minstrel for the honour of the 
town and paid at the hands of John Sdke 17d 
And in coin paid to six minstrels of the duke of Gloucester for a reward 
given to them for the honour of the town and paid at the hands of 
Richard Walus 20s 
And in coin paid for wine given to the said minstrds and the bailiffs and 
other honourable men while being with the said bailiffs for the honour 
of the town 12s 6d 

mb ld 
oo. 
And in coin paid to the lord prince's minstrels, that is, to Walter Harper 
and Guto'r Glyn, and paid at the hands of William Mynsterley 3s 4d 
And in coin paid for a reward given to two minstrels of the duke of 
York and paid at the hands of Richard Walus 6s 8d 
And in coin paid for wine given to the said minstrels for the honour of 
the town and paid at the hands of the said Richard Walus 10d 
And in coin paid to three minstrds of the queen for a reward given for the 
honour of the town and paid at the hands of Roger Forster [13s 4d] 6s 8d 
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mb 2 

And in coin for a reward given to four minstrels of the lord king for the 
honour of the town and (paid) at the hands of Edward Hosier 13s 4d 
And in coin paid for wine given to the said minstrels of the lord king for 
the honour of the town 3s 

1478-9 
Bailing'Accouters sRo: 3365/414 
mb I (Expenses) 
And in coin paid to Walter Harper, the lord prince's minstrel, for the 
honour of the town and paid at the hands of Thomas Umfreston 

2s 4d 

mb ld 
And in coin paid for a reward given to one minstrel of the duke of 
Gloucester called the taboret and paid at the hands of Nicholas 
Pontesbury 3s 4d 
And in coin paid for wine given to the same minstrel for the honour 
of the town and paid at the hands of Nicholas Pontesbury 15d 
And in coin paid for a reward given to six minstrels of the lord king on the 
Saturday next after the feast of the Nativity of St John the Baptist for the 
honour of the town and paid at the hands of Nicholas Pontesbury 20s 
And in coin paid for bread and wine given to the said minstrels for the 
honour of the town and paid at the hands of Nicholas Pontesbury 3s 8 l/2d 

1479-80 
Baili'Aecouuts slo: 3365/417 
single mb (Expenses) 
And in coin paid to William Sugdon for the livery of minstrels called 
waits, each one taking 5s (for his own livery) 
And in coin paid for the conveying (or hiring (?)) of one minstrel called 
a wait from the town of Northampton as far as Shrewsbury 

15s 

3s 



TRANSLATIONS 

583 

And in coin paid for the bailiffs' breakfast at the fair held on Thursday 
on the feast of Corpus Christi 2s 4d 
And in coin paid for a reward given to the lord king's minstrels and 
paid at the hands of Hugh Seymour in the name of David Gurtyns 20s 
And in coin paid for wine given to the said minstrels in the presence 
of the bailiffs and other honourable men and paid at the hands of 
Thomas Whitmore 5s Id 

dorse 
And in coin paid for a reward given to one minstrel of the lord king 
by way of alms because of his poverty and age 

8d 

1481-2 
Bailiffs'Accounts sgo: 3365/418 
single rob* (Expenses) 
And in coin paid to Richard Watur for the livery of three minstrels called 
waits, each one taking 5s for the aforesaid livery, in total 15s 

1482-3 
Baili.es'Accounts sRo: 33651421 
mb 2 (Expenses) 
And in coin paid for wine given to Lord Powys and his wife for the 
honour of the town and paid at the hands of Robert Thornes 4s 
And in coin paid for wine given to Lord Powys' minstrels for the 
honour of the town and paid at the hands of Robert Thornes 3s 4d 
And in coin paid for a reward given to two minstrels of the lord king 
for the honour of the town and paid at the hands of Thomas 
Churchyard I 0s 
And in coin paid for the livery of three entertainers called waits, each 
one taking (5s) for the aforesaid livery, and paid at the hands of 
Richard Watur 15s 
And in coin paid for a reward given to Lord Powys' minstrels 6s 8d 



TRANSLATIONS 

589 

1508-9 
Assembly Minute Book I sco: 67 No.  
f 108v* (18 December) 
Be it known that on 18 December in the twenty-fourth year of the reign of 
King Henry v, three silver collars have been delivered to William Hethe, 
William Force, and John Eton, entertainers of the town of Shrewsbury. They 
weighed 15 1/4 ounces. And (the entertainers) were vouched for, for the value 
of the collars, their safe-keeping, and their return to the use of the town when 
they were requested by the bailiffs, by Richard Furbur, harper, and William 
Hordley on behalf of William Force. This William Force went away and the 
said William Hardley returned the said William Force's collar, for which he 
gave guarantees, to Eclward Hosier and David Ireland, bailiffs, and to the Six 
Men in the excheque in the eleventh week in their tem as bailiffs for the time 
being. And in the said year the said collars were returned to the exchequer to 
the said bailiffs and Six Men and, having been received, they remain in the 
bag of the treasury from week to week. 

1509-10 
Bailis'Accounts silo: 3365/438 
f lv* (Expenses) 
And on a reward given to three entertainers of the city of Chester 5s 
And on a reward given to the earl of Shrewsbury's entertainers [3s 4d] lOs 
And on wine given to the bailiffs and other honourable men while 
hearing their melody 3s 4d 
And on a reward given to the lord king's entertainers 20s 
And on wine given to the bailiffs and other honourable men while 
hearing their melody 4s 
And on a eward given to the lord king's bearward 3s 4d 
(And) for the cleaning and repairing of the collars of the town's 
entertainers 6d 
(And on a) reward given to the duke of Buckingham's entertainer (and) 
to the earl of Oxford's entertainer 3s 4d 
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f 
And paid for the livery of three entertainers called the waits 

20s 

f [6]* 
And paid by that Richard Nicholas to Margery Knight for the livery of 
entertainers called the waits 
And paid by him to entertainers of the duke of Buckingham and the 
earl of Oxford 

20s 

3s 4d 

Thi* h owing. 

Baili'Accounts sRo: 3365/438 
f 19" (Expenses) 
And on a reward given to the lord king's entertainer/s 20s 
And on a reward given to entertainer/s of Chester 5s 
And on wine dispensed for them and on other expenses there 
And in wine given to Roger Thornes riding to Ludlow on the 5d 
town's business 
And on a reward given to entertainer/s of Gilbert Talbot, knight 40d 
And on a reward given to two entertainers of the earl of Shrewsbury 6s 8d 
And paid for the livery of two entertainers of the town 13s 4d 
And on wine given to the lord king's entertainer/s and entertalner/s 
of Chester and for various other expenses incurred by Roger Donn 
for the honour of the town 24s 

f 19v 
And on a reward given to players on the feast of Pentecost 

10s 
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And on a reward given to two entertainers of the earl of Derby for the 
honour of the town of Shrewsbury 40d 
And on a reward given to two entertainers of the earl of Shrewsbury for 
the honour of the town 6s 8d 

f 54 
And on wine dispensed for the three kings of Cologne riding in the interlude 
for the recreation of the town of Shrewsbury on the feast of Pentecost 4d 
And on wine given to the abbot of Shrewsbury and his monks at the 
general procession on the feast of Corpus Christi for the honout of 
the town of Shrewsbury 18 1/2d 
And on a reward given to four entertainers of the earl of Arundel for the 
honour of the town 40d 
And on wine given to them in the presence of the bailifl and other 
honourable men while hearing their melody 2 ld 

f 54v 

And on a reward given to the ead of Derby's bearward above and beyond 
the 2s collected from the company present at the baiting of his bears 4s 8d 

f 57v 
ooo 
And on the liveries of two entertainers for the honour of the town 

17s 

1519-20 
Bailiffs'Accounts silo: 3365/438 
f 62 (Expenses) 
And on a reward given to the entertainers of Thomas Cornwall, knight, 
a commissioner of the lord king, and Richard Cornwall, esquire, for 
the honour of the town 

ms 
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f 62v 
And on bread and wine given to the abbot of Shrewsbury and others at 
the general procession on the feast of Corpus Christi 2s ld 
And on a reward given to Ralph Hubard, Lord Monteagle's entertainer, 
for the honour of the town 40d 
And on wine given to the same entertainer and to the bailiffs and other 
honourable men while hearing the melody of the said entertainer 2s 

ff 63-3v 
And on a reward given to four entertainers of the town of Nottingham 
for the honour of the town of Shrewsbury 4sl 
And on wine dispensed for the bailiffs and their fellows while hearing the 
melody of the said entertainers, above and beyond the 2d collected from 
each person there not a stranger 15d 
And on a reward given to the bearwards of the duke of Suffolk and the 
earl of Oxford above and beyond the money collected at the baiting of 
their bears in the quarry behind the walls 6s 8d 
And on wine dispensed for the said bearwards above and beyond the 
2d collected from each person of the town then present 14d 
And on a reward given to four interluders of the earl of Arundel while 
showing various interludes to the bailiffs and their fellows 6s 8d 
And on wine given to them and to other strangers looking at the 
interludes above and beyond the money collected 4s 4d 

ff 64-4v 
And on a reward given to four entertainers of the lord king 20s 
And on wine given to the bailiffs and their fellows while hearing the 
melody of the said entertainers 3s 4d 
And on a reward given to two entertainers of the earl of Derby 40d 
And on a reward given to two entertainers of the earl of Shrewsbury 6s 8dl 
And on wine given to the said entertainers of the earl of Shrewsbury 4d 
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And on a reward for the earl ofArundel's interluders 6s 8d 
And then on wine dispensed above and beyond the money collected 9d 
And on a reward given to two entertainers of the earl of Shrewsbury 2s 3d 
And on wine given to the said entertainers 4d 

1520-1 
Bailiffs'Aceo,,nts sRo: 3365/450 
f [3] (Expenses) 
And on a reward given to entertainers of John Talbot, knight, for 
making their melody in the presence of the bailiffs 
.oo 

f [5v] 
And on a reward given to four entertainers of the lord king according 
to custom 
And on wine given to the bailiffs and their fellows while hearing their 
melody 
.oo 

20s 
15d 

f [6vl* 
And on a reward given to the ead of Derby's entertainers while performing 
their melody for the bailiffs and their fellows 40d 
And paid on a reward given to the common bellman (going) about the 
town to make a proclamation for attending upon the Abbot of Marham 
at May-time this year ld 
And on wine given to the bishop of Coventry and Lichfield, president 
of the Council of the lord king in the Marches of Wales, and to other 
commissioners of the lord king at the general procession on the feast 
of Corpus Christi this year 3s 8d 
And on a reward given to Ralph Hubard, Lord Monteagle's entertainer, for 
his melody made before the bailiffs and their fellows 40d 
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f [7] 
And on a reward given to the duke of Suffolk's bearward above and 
beyond the 2s 3d of money collected from the bystanders at the baiting 
of his bears 4s 5d 

f [7v] 
And on a reward given to the lord marquess of Dorset's bearward above 
and beyond the 4s 6d collected from the bystanders at their baiting 2s 2d 

f [8vl 

And paid on a reward given to the countess of Derby's entertainers 
while performing their melody before the bailiffs and their fellows 
And on a reward given to the entertainers of Nottingham 

40d 
2s 

Baili'Accounts Owen and Blakeway: History, vol 1 
p 326* 
On a reward given to Bennet and Welles, the earl of Shrewsbury's entertainers. 

p 327* 
On a reward given and on wine dispensed for William More, the lord king's 
entertainer, because he is blind and the chief harper of England. 

p 331" 
On a reward given to Master Brandon, the lord king's juggler, for the honour 
of the town, 1 ld. And on wine dispensed by the bailifi and their fellows while 
seeing the sport and entertainment of the said juggler above and beyond the 
2d collected from every person of the town, outsiders excepted, 16d. 

p 332* 
Paid for one new Fainted (or embroidered) gown, shoes, and other necessities, 
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rewards, and expenses incurred for Richard Glasier, the Abbot of Marham, 
for the honour and delight of the town. 

1522-3 
Bailiff'Accounts sRo: 3365/438 
f 97v 
And for a reward given to the lord duke of Suffolk's bearward, above and 
beyond the money collected from the bystanders 23d 

f 99 
And on bread and wine given to the bailiffs and others at the general 
procession on the feast of Corpus Christi 

f 99v 

And on a reward given to four entertainers of the earl of Arundel 

19d 

40d 

1524-5 
Baillffs'Accounts sRo: 33651438 
f 131 (Expenses) 
And on a reward given to an entertainer of Henry Knight 2s 
And on a reward given to four inteduders of the duke of Suffolk 4s 
And on wine dispensed for the bailiffs and their fellows at the viewing 
of his interluders 3s 8d 

f 100 
And on a reward given to three entertainers of the lord king 20s 
And on wine dispensed for the bailiffs and their fellows while hearing 
their melody 4s 8d 
.oo 
And on a reward given to the lord king's juggler 6s 8d 
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And on a reward given to four entertainers of the earl of Arundel 

4od 

f 13Iv 
And on a reward given to the duke of Suffolk's bearward above and beyond 
the money collected from bystanders at the baiting of his bears 3s 1 ld 
And on wine dispensed for the said bearward 13d 
And on a reward given to the lord king's entertainers 20s 
And on wine dispensed by the bailiffs and their fellows while hearing the 
melody of the said entertainers 21 d 

f 132v 
And on a reward given to the lord king's bearward of the lord king 6s8d 
And on wine dispensed for the said bearward 16d 
And on wine given to the abbot of Shrewsbury with the bailiffs at the 
procession on the feast of Corpus Christi 2s 3d 
And on a reward given to the entertainers of the earl of Derby and of 
Lord Monteagle 6s 8d 
And on wine given to them and the bailiffs and their fellows while 
hearing their melody 2s 11d 

f 133 
And on a reward given to the lord king's juggler 6s 8d 
And on wine given to him and the bailiffs and their fellows while looking 
at his sport 22d 

1525-6 
Bailiffs'Accounts sRo: 3365/438 
f 144 (Expenses) 
And on a reward given to the lord king's camel-keeper while showing 
the bailiffs and their fellows the tricks of that camel 

3s 4d 
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f 144v 
o.o 
And on a reward given to four entertainers of the lord king 20s 
And on wine given to the bailiffs and their fellows while hearing the 
melody of the lord ldng's said entertainers 2s 
oo. 
And paid as a reward given to the lady princess' inter[uders 10s 
And on wine dispensed by the bailiffs and their fellows to see and hear 
their interludes 3s 8d 

f 145 
And on a reward given to William l]reese, entertainer, to work and 
provide for two other entertainers for the town 8s 
And on a reward given to four entertainers of the earl of Arundel 5s 
And on wine dispensed for the bailiffs and their fellows while hearing 
the melody and looking at those playing 12d 
And on bread and wine given to the bailiffs and the abbot of Shrewsbury 
in the procession at the feast of Corpus Christi 17d 
And on a reward given to Ralph Hubard and (blank) Lokkett, entertainers 
of the earl of Derby and Lord Monteagle 6s 8d 
And on wine given to the bailiffs and their fellows while hearing their 
melody 2s 
.oo 
And paid to Robert Heyffdd for the repair and mending of three silver 
collars for three entertainers 17d 

f 147v 
And on liveries of two entertainers 

(blank) 

152.6-7 
Bailiff'Accounts silo: 3365/438 
f 162* (Expenses) 
And paid as a reward given to four entertainers of the lord kang 
And paid for wine dispensed for the bailiffs and their fellows, and the 

20s 
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And on a reward given to the duke of Suffolk's bearward above and 
beyond the 18d collected from the bystmders at the baiting of his 
bears 

601 

2s 6d 

f ll0v 
And paid by a bill for a reward given to the entertainers of Thomas 
Cornwall and Richard Cornwall, knights, for the honour of the town 
of Shrewsbury 
And paid for a reward given to the entertainers of John Talbot, knight, 
sheriff of Shropshire 

40d 

ms 

f 111 
And paid as a reward given to four entertainers of the lord king 20s 
And paid for wine dispensed for the bailiffs and their fellows while 
hearing the melody of the said entertainers 6s 8d 
And paid for a reward given to five entertainers of the earl of Arundel 5s 
And on a reward given to entertainers of the earl of Derby and Lord 
Monteagle 6s 8d 
And on wine dispensed for the bailiffs and others while hearing their 
melody 5s 4d 
And paid for sweet bread (?) and wine given to the bailiffs and the abbot of 
Shrewsbury on the feast of Corpus Christi at the general procession 3s 
And on a reward given to entertainers of.John Talbot, knight, of Arthur 
Newton, and of John Lingen, knights 2s 

And on a reward given to the entertainers of Mr Delves and 
Mr Calveley 

4d 

f 112 
And on a reward given to the lord king's interluders 

10s 



And paid as a reward given to the lord king's interluders this year 13s 4d 
ooo 

f 196 

And paid for a reward given to four entertainers of the lord king 20s 
And on wine dispensed for the bailiffs and their fellows and others 
hearing the mdody of the said entertainers 4s 6d 
And on wine given to the abbot of Shrewsbury with the bailiffs on 
the feast of Corpus Christi at the general procession 2s 8d 
And on expenses incurred by the bailiffs on the morrow of the feast 
of Corpus Christi while hearing various entertainers 8d 
And on a reward to Master Brandon, the lord king's juggler 7s lOd 
And on wine dispensed by the bailiffs and their company at his sport 3s 8d 
And paid for a reward given to entertainers of the city of Hereford 8d 
And on a reward given to foreign entertainers while performing a 
melody and songs before the bailiffs and (their) fellows 8d 

1535-6 
Bailis'Accounts sRo: 3365/438 
f 202v (Expenses) 
And on a reward given to the lord king's interluders in the presence of 
the bailiffs and their fellows 13s 4d 
And paid for wine dispensed for the said interluders at the time of 
their play 16d 

f 203v 
And paid for a reward given by the bailiffs to entertainers of the baron 
of Burford and of Thomas Newport, esquire 
And on wine dispensed by the bailiffs and their fellows for the said 
entertainers 

20d 
8d 

f 205 
And on wine given to a bearward 

5d 
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And on a reward given to a bearward 4s 

1536-7 
Baillffs'Account. sRo: 3365/438 
f 213v (Expenses) 
And given as a reward to Lord Stafford's entertainer 12d 
And given as a reward to the three waits of the town of Shrewsbury 
on the first Sunday of Advent 12d 
And given as a reward to the lord king's entertainers 13s 4d 
And given as a reward to the three waits on Ascension Day 10d 
And given as a reward to the lord marquess of Exeter's bearward 6s 8d 
And given as a reward to players of the lord privy seal 10s 
And given as a reward to the lord king's players 7s 6d 

f 214 
And given as a reward to the entertainers of the queen 10s 
And paid for wine and torches given to the bailiffs and the abbot 
of Shrewsbury after the procession on the feast of Corpus Christi 13d 
And given after the aforesaid procession for wine for the Six Men for 
their attendance (blank) 

f 215 

And spent by the bailiffs and their fellows while hearing the melody 
of the lord king's entertainers 7s 
And given as a reward for an entertainer of Thomas Cornwall, knight 12d 
And spent by the the Six Men on players of the lord privy seal 16d 
And spent by the bailiffs on the lord king's players 14d 
And spent on the queen's players 2s 2d 
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f 243 
And given as a reward to a bearward of the lord marquess of Dorset for 
the honour of the town 3s 4d 
f 243v* 
And paid for wine dispensed for the bailiffs and others, (their) fellows, 
after the baiting of the lord marquess of Dorset's bears 2s 10d 
And given as a reward to the earl of Derby's bearward 3s 4d 
And on a reward given to the lord king's bearward 7s 6d 
And on wine given to interluders after the interlude in the churchyard 
of St Chad of Shrewsbury before the lord king's commissioners, the 
bailiffs, and others 12d 
And paid for torches and wafers given to the former lord president on 
another occasion 12d 
f 244 
And paid for the repair and painting of the decorations of the Abbot 
of Mar-all 4s 4d 
And paid for a gown newly made for the said Abbot of Mar-all 5s ld 
And paid to Richard Giasier for his work in playing the Abbot of 
Mar-all 7s 4d 
1546-7 
Bail'Aecount. sRo: 3365/486 
f 4 (Expenses) 
And paid for wine and torches given to the bailiffs and their fellows 
on the feast of Corpus Christi while going in procession 15d 
f 5v 
And given as a reward to the lord king's interluders 1 ls 
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1548-9 
Bailis'Accounts silo: 3365/486 
f 23v (Expenses) 
And on a reward given to inteduders of the lord keeper of the lord 
king's privy seal 
And on a reward given to the lord king's inteduders 
And on wine given to the same interluders 

f 24 
And on a reward given to James Lockwood, the lord king's servant 
and jester 

1549-50 
Baillffs'Accounts sp, o: 3365/486 
f 33 (Expenses) 
And given as a reward given to the lord king's entertainers 
And paid for coats given to the waits of this town of Shrewsbury 
And given as a reward to inteduders of John Brydges, knight 
oo. 

lOs 4d 
6s 8d 
12d 

611 

6s 8d 

6s 8d 
22s 6d 
4s 

f 33v* 
And given as a reward to Lord Ferrers' entertainers 5s 
And on wine given to the same entertainers 20d 
And given as a reward to Walter Taylor and to other inteduders of 
the town of Shrewsbury playing in the month of May 40d 
And paid for shoes for the same interluders 40d 
And given as a reward to Sir Edward Brays interluder/s 6s 8d 
And given as a reward to entertainers of William Sheldon, esquire 5s 
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f 35 
And on wine given by the bailiffs to some interluders 

7d 

1551-2 
Bailld'Accounts sp, o: 33651486 
f 43 (Expenses) 
And paid as a reward given to entertainers and waits of Bridgnorth 
And paid for liveries of the town's entertainers 

3s 4d 
37s 6d 

f 46 
And paid to the lord Abbot of Marham and for their gear, that is, 
for shoes, coats, and other clothing 

8s 4d 

1552-3 
Bailis'Accounts sRo: 3365/486 
fSl 

And given as a reward to Lord Russell's interluder/s 
And given as a reward to the lord king's entertainers 

5s 6d 
6s 8d 

f 51v 
And spent by the bailiffs and their fellows on the Monday in Whitsun 
week after seeing the playing 3s 8d 

f 52 
And paid for coats and other clothes and painting of the same (clothes) 
for Robin Hood 59s 3 l/2d 
And on wine given to the same interluders 14s 
And given in reward to the tumblers 2s 
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1553-4 
Bailiffs'Accounts silo: 33651486 
f 59v* (Expenses) 
And given as a reward to Thomas Stanweye the juggler 

25 

613 

f 60* 
And given in reward to Wyett the jesrer 5s 
And given in reward to John Sekerton 5s 

1556-7 
Bailiffs'Accounts silo: 33651486 
f 69 (Expenses) 
And given as a reward ro entertainers, interluders, and bearwards, in 
English, bearwards, ar various times 50s 4d 
.oo 

1558-9 
Baillffs'Accounts silo: 3365/486 
f 79v (Allowances) 
There is allowed for wine given to Henry Srafford, knighr, and Lady 
Stafford, his sisrer 4s 8d 
There is allowed to rhem for a reward given ro the bearward of rhe very 
powerful man, the earl of Derby, on two separare occasions 10s 2d 
Given as a reward to Lord Stafford's player this year 3s 4d 

1560-1 
Baillffs'Accounts silo: 33651486 
f 89v (Expenses) 
0oo 
And given as a reward to entertainers, bearwards, and interluders of 
the lady queen and of the magnates 

45s 5d 
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Court Fines for IVon-aloloearance sRo: 3365/1076 
nf* 
From Geoffrey Cley, because he did not come to the presentment with 
(his) neighbours at the second bill 

615 

6d 

Shrewsbury 

1590-1 
Shearmen's Tree Inquest SRO: 3365/1113 
single mb* (12June) 

An inquest held at the town of Shrewsbury aforesaid in the Guild Hall there 
at a special session of the peace within the aforesaid town and liberties of the 
same before Thomas Sherar and Thomas Burnell, gentlemen, bailiffs of that 
town, and William Fowler, esquire, steward of that same town, (who are) both 
justices of the lady queen for keeping the peace within the town and the 
liberties of the same (and) also (justices) ofoyer and terminer of various fdonies, 
offences, and other crimes committed within the aforesaid town and the 
liberties of the same according to the liberties and franchises of the same town 
(which have been) customary and approved in the same town from time out 
of mind, hdd on Saturday, that is, 12 June, in the thirty-third year of the reign 
of our lady Elizabeth, by the grace of God, of England, France, and Ireland 
queen, defender of the faith, etc, upon the oath of Richard Berton, gentleman; 
Richard Cherwdl, draper; William Kinge, draper; Roland Langley, draper; 
Thomas Whitfoote, draper; William Medlicort, brickman; Richard Leaton, 
weaver; William Fawconer, baker; John Hussey, shoemaker; Peter Studley, 
shoemaker; John Edwardes, brickman; Richard Maninge, tailor; John Tench, 
draper; Robert Stevens, draper; and Richard Taylor, mercer, the jurors. They 
say upon their oath that Richard Fernes, shearman, of the town of Shrewsbury 
in the county of Shropshire; John Bickerstal, shearman, of the aforesaid town 
and county; Thomas Evans, shearman, of the aforesaid town and county; and 
Geoffrey Heath, shearman, of the same town and county, when, (together) 
with many other malefactors joined to them and unknown disturbers of the 
peace of our lady queen, they had assembled themselves together arrayed in a 
warlike manner and met together to the number of twenty persons riotously, 
in a rout, and in the manner of a new insurrection and with illicit meetings 
and arrayed in a warlike manner to the great terror and disturbance of various 
lieges and subjects of the said lady queen did on 5 June in the thirty-third 
year of the reign of our lady Elizabeth, by the grace of God, of England, 
France, and Ireland queen, defender of the faith, etc, with force and arms, 
that is, with staves, s'words, axes, and other offensive weapons riotously break 
into and enter the close, called the coppice, of Andrew Lewis, draper, at 
Allmoner Park, otherwise called Allmore Park, near the aforesaid town of 
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Shrewsbury, within St Mary's parish within the town and county aforesaid 
and within the jurisdiction of this court. And they cut down with axes and 
other curting tools a tree of oak then and there growing called in English an 
oak tree. (worth) a price of 2s of the goods and chattels of one Edmund Lucye, 
esquire, and they removed and carried offthe said tree fi'om thence and carried 
it to the aforesaid town of Shrewsbury within the aforesaid jurisdiction at 
about the second hour after midnight of the same day. And they fLxed and 
put in place the said tree on a street of the aforesaid town called Milk Street 
within the aforesaid jurisdiction riotously, in a rout, and in the manner of a 
new insurrection, and with illicit meetings, and arrayed in a warlike manner, 
contrary to the order to the contrary of the bailiffs of the aforesaid town of 
Shrewsbury given in advance to them and many others on 4 June in the 
thirty-third year of the reign of the now lady queen, to the great terror and 
disturbance of various lieges and subjects of the said hdy queen dwelling in the 
aforesaid town and within the aforesaid jurisdiction and contrary to the form 
of various statutes recently promulgated and provided thence concerning riots, 
routs, and other illicit meetings and against the peace of the said lady queen, 
her Crown, and dignity, etc. 
The aforesaid jurors further say that Richard Fernes, shearman, of the town 
of Shrewsbury in the county of Shropshire, not having God before his eyes 
but led astray by devilish incitement and counting his allegiance to our lady 
FAizabeth, by the grace o{'God, of England queen, etc, as a small matter and 
thinking little of the laws and statutes of this realm of England nor fearing 
the penalty contained in the same in any way, did on 6 June in the thirty-third 
year of the reign of our said lady Elizabeth, by the grace of God of England, 
France, and Ireland queen, defender of the faith, etc, at the town of Shrewsbury 
aforesaid in the county a{'oresaid and within the jurisdiction of this court in 
contempt of the said lady queen and her statutes of this realm of England 
advisedly and with malicious intent out of his own imagination speak and 
declare these false, seditious, and slanderous English words following to one 
Thomas Burnell, gentleman, one of the bailiffs of the said lady queen of the 
town of Shrewsbury aforesaid, in the hearing and presence of many lieges 
of the said lady queen, that is, 'Well, Master Bailiff, I trust within these twelve 
years that I shall see the tree' - meaning the Shearmen's tree before by the 
bailiffs of the said town of Salop forbidden to be meddled withal - 'brought 
into this town of Salop in as solemn order as ever it was and that neither 
bailiff nor any other person within the same town shall gainsay the same,' 
contrary to the form of various statutes recently promulgated and provided 
in cases of this kind and against the peace of the said lady queen, her Crown 
and dignity, etc. 
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interlude on the feast of St Stephen by the lord's gift, 2s .... Likewise paid to 
five minstrels of the earl of Stafford on the last day of March by the lord's gift, 
10s. Likewise paid to four minstrels of the earl of Arundel on the first day 
of April by the lord's gift, 10s. Likewise paid to Alexander Fithelere on I0 
December by the lord's gift, 3s 4d. Likewise paid to a harper of the earl of 
Arundel on 16 April by the lord's gift, 20d. 

(Fees) 

Likewise paid to Thomas Piper in full payment of his fee until 
Christmas this year, receiving 40s for the year 6s 8d 
Likewise paid to the same Thomas as part of his fee after Christmas in 
the third year (ie, of King Henry v), receiving for the year as above 13s 4d 
Likewise paid to Bircestre, his fellow, in full payment of his fee until 
Christmas in the third year, receiving for the year as above 6s 8d 
Likewise paid to the same Bircestre as part of his fee after the said 
festival in the third year, receiving for the year as above 13s 4d 
Likewise paid to Stephen, their fellow, as part of his fee after the said festival, 
beyond the 3s 8d paid to the same (Stephen) by the said (steward) 
Wodburn on another occasion, receiving for the year as above 13s 4d 
Likewise paid to Henry Trumpet as part of his fee aftet the said 
festival in the third year, receiving for the year as above 13s 4d 

1411-12 
Household Account* of Ankaret Talbot, Lady Strange silo: 212/85 No. 3 
mb 6 (1 August 1411-30 September 1412) (January disbursements) 

...On the lady's alms on the betrothal day of the lady's daughter, Anne, 
7d .... And paid to Godfrey Loicchir to give to the minstrel/s on the 
betrothal day of the aforesaid Anne, 20s .... 

Housebold Account* of Jolm Talbot, Lord Strange HI, O: 212185 No. 6 
mb 2 (30 September-12 September) (Gifts) 
...And on a gift to two men ftom Shrewsbury, playing an interlude before 
the lady on Epiphany, 3s 4d .... 
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109-10 sgo: LB8/1/147 f [1] 
By 'my Lorde' (p 110, 1.1) the writer presumably refers to the lord president, the earl of Northampton, 
whose gift of venison provides the fare for a Christmas feast that was accompanied by music. 

110-11 sgo: LB 11/4/55 single sheet 
Richasd Errington (p 110, 1.30) is first recorded at Norwich in 1621-2 as leader of the king's players, 
and he is txaceable until 1636 in provincial records. Although he styles himself as a pewterer of the city 
of London, he is not known to have acted in any London company. See Galloway, Norwich, pp 170, 
172, 210 and Bentley, Jacobean and Caroline Stage, vol 2, pp 431-2. 

112 sgo: LB8/1/152 f [25] 
The date given, 8 March 163112, is the date on which Henry Pritchard's widow presented her claim for 
the expenses incurred by her late husband when he was bailiff. See the document description, p 426, 
for discussion of the origin of this document. 

113 sgo: LB8/1/155 f lily] 
The 'Countesse" (I.27) was the countess of Bridgwater, wife of the new lord president of the Council 
in the Marches of Wales, John Egerton, who was nominated in 1631. The earl and countess arranged 
the lust performance ofA Maske Presented at Ludlow Castle (or Comus) in 1634 as part of the public 
ceremonies whereby the earl assumed his new office - hence the invitation to the town officials to 
attend the performance (11.28-9). See the Introduction. p 396, for a discussion of the performance. 

114 Btampton Bryan Hall: Harley Ms 161 ff [l-Iv] 
Lady Brilliana Harley was the third wife of Sir Robert Harley, master of the Mint 1626-35 and 1643-9 
and a prominent supporter of the Long Parliament. She spent much of her time at Brampton Bryan 
Castle, Herefordshire, approximately twelve miles south-west of Ludlow. Her letters, 205 of which have 
been preserved, show that she was a woman of piety, great intelligence, and deep family loyalty. The 
castle was besieged by the Royalist forces for six weeks from 25 July 1643; Lady Brilllana commanded the 
successful defence but died in October. The castle was taken and burned the following year. Her 
allusion to a plot to take Hull (I.10) shows that Lady Brilliana was knowledgeable about current events. 
King Charles was denied admittance to Hull on 23 April (the stores of munitions there, originally 
stockpiled for the Scots War, were eagerly sought by both sides). A month later Charles called up the 
Yorkshire trained bands. In response to the continued threat to Hull, parliamentary forces had carried 
away the munitions by sea before the end of June. Thus the strategic importance of Hull had been 
much in the news for over two months, and Lady Brilliana here refers to an event or rumour that has 
come to her notice. See Samuel Rawson Gardiner, The Fall of the Monarchy of Charles I, 1637-1649 
(London, 1882), 450-9. 

115 Ho: box 17, vol68 f206v 
Lydbury North and Bishops Castle (11.16-17m) are adjoining parishes, and the fact that the churchwardens 
of both are to be asked for the names of malefactors indicates that perhaps the plays and interludes 
were a joint effort and were likely exhibited in both parishes. 

115 Leighton: 'Register" p 106 
See the document description (p 430) for discussion of the surviving transcripts of this parish register. 
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282-3 SRO: 3365/2209/C/8-C/9 No8, f [2v]-No 9, f [1] 
Whether or not Richard Chetwell, or the coroners, 'caused a parcyall lurye to he retorned' (p 282,11.41-2), 
the antipathy and suspicions existing in the town are readily apparent, over two years after the original 
Shearmen's Tree incident in June, 1591. 

284 so: 3365/538 f [1] 
There are two versions of the bailiffs" discharges for this year. In the final audited accounts not printed 
here (sgo: 3365/538), the clerk corrected ageneral formula 'pa/d and geven to diuers noble mens players 
this year' when he encountered the specific payment found in the running accounts; he inserted the 
phrase 'the quene her mest/es' after 'to'; at some time (either at the same time or later but likely before 
or during the audit) the phrase 'diuers noble mens" was cancelled, in order to bring the two versions 
into agreement with the actual record of the year's activities. The sums are the same. 20s, so it is apparent 
that the queen's men were the only company rewarded this year. 

285 sgo: 3365/540 bifolium 1, f [2] 
There are two versions of the bailiffs" discharges for this year. In the final audited accounts not printed 
here (sgo: 3365/540}, the clerk corrected a general formula, "Payd and geven to the Quenes majesties 
Players my Lordof Pembrocke & other noble mens players," by cancelling everything after 'ma/esties 
Players' in order to bring his version into agreement with the actual record of the year's activities as 
recorded in the running accounts. Since the sums given are the same, it is apparent that the queen's men 
were the only company rewarded this year. The formula is a little different from that in sgo: 3365/538, 
in that it anticipates a visit by the company under the patronage of the lord president of the Council 
in the Marches of Wales (presumably because of his importance in the region); however we have here 
again dear evidence that the 'final' accounts were drafted in advance of the fact, probably when the 
clerk had flee time to write the entries. 

288 Bodl.: ts Gough Shrops 1 f 164v 
See the document descriptions (p 435} for discussion of the missing assembly minute books for 
Shrewsbury from 1584 to 1736. The present document was probably written by James Bowen, an 
antiquarian who worked in the mid-eighteenth century. The entry carries forward the slow progress 
of negotiation over ownership of the pasture behind the walls. 'Mr Charlton' (1.20) was probably 
Thomas Charlton, a Shrewsbury alderman who had been bailiffin 1595-6. The marginal note 
introduces the modern nomendature of the whole area, which is now known as 'the Quarry." 

288 so: 3365/544 bifolitum 1, f [2v] 
This entry must date from after the accession of James * (24 March 1602/3} and marks the first visit 
of the newly-patented king's men (formerly the lord chamberlain's men). This document is the rough 
running account for the year, and the position of the payment (on the verso of the second leaf of the 
first bifolium} is consistent with a date after April 1603. 

289 Bodl.: MsGoughShrops 1 f 165 
The legitimate right of Roger Pope (l.l 9) to a portion of the common pasture behind the wall is here 
taken for granted, as is his right of accem to his barn; in 1610-11 these were tights that the town sought 
to deny had ever existed. 
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The second section lists appointments in chronological order showing local connections 
and includes those known to have been used within titles of playing companies. Purely expedi- 
tionary military titles have been largely omitted, along with most minor Scottish titles. For 
patrons holding peerage titles, minor civil commissions not given in The Complete Peerage and 
The Dictionary oflVational Biography have been omitted, except those in Shropshire, the sur- 
rounding counties (Cheshire, Herefordshire, Staffordshire, Worcestershire), and Wales. Readers 
desiring further information on these patrons in other regions are advised to consult the Calendar 
of Patent Rolls and Letters and Papers of Henry . 
Where possible, the date of an appointment is taken from the date of a document assigning 
that position. If the appointment is stated in the document to be 'for life,' then these words 
follow the job title. If the original document has not been edited and a secondary source is 
used that states 'until death,' then this form appears. Otherwise dates of appointment and 
termination are given, if available. If the length of time an office is held is not known, then 
only the date of appointment is given. Alternatively, if the only evidence comes from a source 
dated some time during the period of tenure, then the word 'by' and a date appears. If only the 
date of termination is known, 'until' is used. Finally, if no dates at all are available, 'nd' follows 
the title of the job. A '?' following a date indicates uncertainty regarding the dating of a docu- 
ment in the sources or differentiation in the case of several patrons by the same name who 
might have held the post. For all minor commissions such as commissions of gaol delivery, 
commissions of array, and commissions of the peace (JV), years only are given. If the dates of 
these commissions cover several years in sequence, then the earliest and latest years of the 
sequence are separated by a dash. 
The third section, for which information is often incomplete or unavailable, contains the 
names and locations of the patron's principal seats, and counties where he or she held lands. 
Extensive property lists have been condensed and limited to Wales and to the counties sur- 
rounding Shropshire. 
The fourth section is an annotated index by date of the appearances of each patron's com- 
pany or companies in the Shropshire Records. Following the date are the page numbers in 
parentheses where the citations occur. Ira patron's company appears under a title other than 
the usual or principal one, this other title is in parentheses next to the designation of the 
company. Clergy are listed by title followed by the diocese in parentheses: for example 
bbot (Shrewsbury).' All other companies appear under their patron's principal landed title. 
Companies named according to a patron's civil appointment are indexed under the name of 
that post as it appears in the Records: for example, 'Lord Privy Seal' or 'Lord Visitor.' If the 
patron has more than one type of company, all entries for a given type are grouped together in 
chronological order. Each group of entries is then listed according to the earliest year in which 
that company appears in the Records. If two or more companies first appear in the same year, 
alphabetical order is followed. In this section, the annotations 'possible' or 'probable' in round 
brackets following the performance type of an itinerary item indicates that the attribution of 
this item to the particular patron is not definite. This is the case, for instance, when the date of 
the appearance of a company or companies coincides with the succession date between father 
and son or when a company or companies are mentioned in a blanket statement of patronage 
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as in 'the kings Princes and Dukes Footmen and Trumpeters." A '(?)' following the perform- 
ance type indicates uncertainty regaxding the type. 
The reader may also wish to refer to the Index for additional references to some of the 
patrons and to various unnamed companies and their players. 

Abbreviations 

acc acceded gov governor 
adm admiral lp Justice of the Peace 
bapt baptized it joint 
bef before kt knight 
bet between lieut lieutenant 
br brother m married 
capt captain MP Member of Parliament 
comm commissioner nd no date 
cr created paxl pa_rliament 
custos rot custos rotulorum Pc Privy Councillor 
d. died pres president 
da daughter succ succeeded 
gen general summ summoned 
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and 24 Oct 1441; comm of gaol delivery Hereford Casde, Heref, 1441, 1443-4; comm of 
array Heref 1457. Residence at Markeaton, Derb; lands in various counties including Ches, 
Shrops, and Staff. 
entertainers Shrewsbury 1451-2 (138) 
Beauchamp 
Possibly 
Edward Seymour (22 May 1539-6 Apt 1621), styled earl of Hertford 1547-12 Apt 1552; 
restored 1553 or 1554; cr Baron Beauchamp and 9th earl of Hertford 13 Jan 1558/9; impris- 
oned 1561; released after 27 Jan 156718. Seat at Elvetham, Hants. 

or 

Edward Seymour (21 or 24 Sept 1561-c 13 Jul 1612), son of Sir Edward qv; styled Lord 
Beauchamp. 
players Shrewsbury 1590-1 (248) 

Berkeley 
Henry Berkeley (26 Nov 1534-26 Nov 1613), succ as 7th Lord Berkeley 26 Nov 1534. Comm 
ofoyer and terminer Heref, Shrops, Staff, Worc, and Monm, Wales, 1564. Prindpal residences 
at Yate Court and Berkeley Castle, Glouc, and Caludon Casde, War, lands in various counties. 
players Ludlow 1581-2 (86) 
1591-2 (88) 

Bray 
Edward Bray (by 1492-1 Dec 1558), kt Oct 1513. Constable of Tower of London 28 May 
1552-11 Nov 1557. Seats at Henfield and Selmeston, Suss, and Vachery, Shere, Surf; lands 
in various counties including Staff. 
interluder/s Shrewsbury 1549-50 (202) 

Brydges 
John Brydges (9 Mar 1491/2-12 Apr 1557), cr 1st Baron Chandos 8 Apr 1554. Comm of 
oyer and terminer Heref, Shrops, and Staff 1539, 1541, 1543-5, Monm, Wales, 1543-5; IP 
Heref 1540, 1543-4, Shrops, Staff, and Wore 1540; lieut of the Tower Aug 1553-Jun 1554- 
Principal seat at Sudeley Castle, Glouc. 
interluders Shrewsbury 1549-50 {202) 

Buckingham 
Humphrey Stafford (15 Aug 1402-10 Jul 1460), succ as 6th earl of Stafford and 7th Baron 
Stafford 21 Jul 1403, 5th earl of Buckingham 16 Oct 1438, and cr 1st duke of Buckingham 
14 Sept 1444. Jo Heref 1423-4, 1427-8, 1431-3, 1435, 1437, 1441, 1443, 1451, 1453, 
1455-60, Shrops 1423-4, 1426, 1430-2, 1439-41, 1443-5, 1448-9, 1453-4, 1457-8, 
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Hcrcf 1504-5, 1509-I0, 1513-14, 1517-18, 1522-3, possibly 1525 or 1526-7, 1529-30, 
1533-4, and possibly Hens 1526 and Worc 1528; seneschal of Bishops Castle, Shrops, 1509; 
receiver gen of the earldom of March in counties ofHerefand Shrops and in Clifford, Ewyas 
Lacy, Wigmore, in Heref, in the Marches of Wales, and in Radnor, Radn, Wales, 13 Jul 1509 
and ag:,.in, with the addition of Glasbury and Winforton, Heref, and Maelienydd, Radn, Wales, 
28 Jun 1516; keeper of Gatley Park, Heref, 13 Jul 1509 and 28 Jun 1516; member and comp- 
troller of Princess Mary's council 1525; comm of oyer and terminer Heref 1538-41, 1543-4, 
Shrops 1538-41, 1543-4, St. c 1538-41, 1543-4, Wore 1538-41, 1543-4, Ches 1540, Monm, 
Wales, 1543-4; comm of musters Heref 1539, 1542, 1546. Seat at Croft Castle, Heref lands 
in Heref. 
minstrels Ludlow 1528-9 (75) 
Darcy 
John Darcy (c 1530-18 Oct 1602), succ as 2nd Baron Darcy 28 Aug 1558. Member of 
Council of the North May 1574. Seat at Aston, Yorks, wp 
players Ludlow 1591-2 (88) 
Shrewsbury 1591-2 (276) 

Sir Henry Delves of Doddingron, Ches (by 1498-6 Aug 1560), succ father by 1533; kt 30 May 
1533. Sheriff Ches 1537- 8 and 1545-6; jp Ches 1539-40, 1543-4, 1547 until death; comm 
ofoyer and terminer Ches 1540; comm of musters Ches 1544-5; MP Ches 1554. Residence 
at Doddington, Ches; lands in Ches, Shrops, and Staff. 
entertamer/s Shrewsbury 1527-8 (187) 

Derby 
Thomas Stanley (c 1435-29 Jul 1504), succ as 2nd Baron Stanley 20 Feb 1458/9; cr 10th earl 
of Derby 27 Oct 1485; sovereign lord of the Isle of Man. Esquire of the body 1454; chief 
justice of Ches and Flint, Wales, 1 Jan 1461; master forester, surveyor, and rider of the forests 
of Macclesfield and Mara, Ches, 11 Jan 1462; Pc 1471-85; lord steward of the household 
14 Aug 1471-Oct 1485; jP Worc 1474, Staff 1486-7, 1493, 1496, 1499, 1501-4; comm 
ofoyer and terminer Heref 1485, 1495, Shrops 1485, 1495, Staff 1485, 1493, 1495, Worc 
1485, 1493, 1495; constable of England for life 16 Dec 1483 and 5 Mar 1485/6; steward, 
master forester, and keeper of the park of Sutton in Warw and Staff7 Oct 1485; high forester 
north of Trent in 7 Oct 1485; comm of array Staff1496; comm of musters Staff1496; con- 
stable and steward of Halton Castle, Ches, and steward ofCongleton, Ches. Seats at Lathom 
and Knowsley, Lanc. 
cncr taincrs Shrewsbury 1494-5 (162) 

Thomas Stanley (bef 1485-23 May 1521 ), son of Thomas, 2nd Baron Stanley and 10th earl 
of Derby, qv; succ as I lth earl of Derby and 3rd Lord Stanley 1504; succ as Lord Strange of 
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Fulke Greville (1554-30 Sept 1628), de.lure Lord Willoughby of Broke; succ father in the 
family estates and to his right to the barony of Willoughby of Broke 1606; cr Baron Brooke of 
Beauchanap's Court, Warw, 29 Jan 1620/1. Gentleman of the privy chamber 1581 ; clerk of 
the signet to the Council of Wales 1581; secretary for Wales 20 Apt 1583; treasurer of the navy 
1598-1604; rear adm of the teet 1599; secretary to the Council of Wales 1603; ve 1 Oct 1614; 
chancellor of the exchequer 1614-21. Seats at Beauchamp's Court and Warwick Castle, Waa'w. 
beat-ward Shrewsbury 1591-2 (276) 
Grey 
Job n Grey (in or bef 1396-14 Sept 1430), succ as 5th Lord Grey (of Cod nor, Derb) 1418. It' 
Heref 1423-4, 1427-8, Shrops 1423-4, 1426; lieut oflteland for 3 years 15 Mar 142617. 
Seats at Codnor, Derb, and Aylesford, Kent; lands in various counties. 
entertainers Shrewsbury 1426-7 (130) 

Hereford 
'alter Devereu (16 Sept 1539-22 Sept 1576), son of Walter Devereux, 4th Lord Ferrers, 
succ as 2nd Viscount Hereford and 5th Lord Ferrers 27 Sept 1558 and as Lord Bourchier 
28 .Jan 1570/1; cr 18th earl of Essex 4 May 1572. Steward ofTamworth, Staff, and of Wdsh 
courts in Card and in Widigada and Elfed, both in Carm, steward and receiver of the lord- 
ship of Buihh, Brec, and steward, surveyor, and receiver ofTalley, Carm, all in \Vales, 8 Nov 
1558; JV Staff, Card and Pemb, \Vales, 1564; chiefcomm of musters Staff.Jun 1569; lord lieut 
Staffand city of Lichfield, Staff, 18 Nov 1569; constable Carmarthen Castle, Carm, and chief 
steward and bailiffofthe lordships of Arustley and Cavylocke, both in Mot, Wales, for life 
17 May 1570; gov and capt gen oflrdand 24Jul 1573; ead marshal oflreland Mar 1574/5; 
member of Council in the Marches of Wales .Jun 1574; chief justice and chamberlain in South 
Wales by 16 Jul 1574; earl marshal of Ireland Mar 1574/5. Seats at Chartley, Staff. and 
Lamphey, Pemb, Wales. 
rninstre I Shrewsbury 1559- 60 (206) 

Hunsdon 
Henry Carey (4 Mar 152516-23 Jul 1596), cr 1st Baron Hunsdon 13 Jan 1558/9. vc 16 Nov 
1577; lord charnberlain of the household Jul 1585 until death; chief justice in eyre south of 
Trent, 1589 until death; chief justice itinerant royal forests south of Trent 20 Dec 1591 until 
death. Seat at Hunsdon, Herts; lands in various counties. 
players Ludlow 1581-2 (87) 

King 
Henry of Bolingbroke (Apr 1366-20 Mar 1413), son of John of Gaunt, 2nd duke of Lancaster, 
and Blanche of Lancaster; summ to pad as 9th ead of Derby 3 Sept 1385; cr duke of Hereford 
29 Sept 1397; succ as 3rd duke and 6th earl of Lancaster 3 Feb 1398/9; declared Henry IV 
by pad 30 Sept 1399; crowned 13 Oct 1399. 
entertainer/s Shrewsbury 1400-1 (128) 
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Henry of Windsor (6 Dec 1421-21 May 1471), son of Henry v, qv (under Prince) and 
Catherine of Valois; acc as Henry v 1 Sept 1422; proclaimed king of France 21 Oct 1422; 
John, 1st duke of Bedford, appointed his protector 5 Dec 1422; crowned king of England 
6 Nov 1429 and of France 16 Dec 1431; deposed 4 Mar 1461, restored 3 Oct 1470, crowned 

13 Oct 1470; deposed finally 11 Apr 1471. 

entertainers Shrewsbury 1441-2 (132) 
1444-5 (133) 
entertainers/minstrels Shrewsbury 1446 -7 (135) 
1449-50 (136) 
minstrels Shrewsbury 1446-7 (135) 
1457-8 (140) 
minstrels (probable) 1460-1 (144) 
minstrel Ludlow 1466-7 (74) 

F_Award of York (28 Apr 1442-9 Apr 1483), son of Richard Plantagenet, 3rd duke of York, qv, 
and Cecily Neville; acc as Edward Jv 4 Mar 1461; crowned 28 Jun 1461; fled England 3 Oct 

1470-14 Mar 1471; restored 11 Apr 1471. 
minstrels (possible) Shrewsbury 
minstrels 

minstrels (probable) 
minstrel Shrewsbury 

1460-1 (144) 
1462-3 (144) 
1463-4 (144-5) 
1465-6 (145) 
1466-7 (145-6) 
1467-8 (146) 
1476-7 (150) 
1477-8 (152) 
1478-9 (153) 
1479-80 (154) 
1482-3 (155) 
1479-80 (154) 

Richard Plantagenet (2 Oct 1452-22 Aug 1485), son of Rchard Plantagenet, 3rd duke of 
York, qv, and Cecily Neville; cr 3rd duke of Gloucester 1 Nov 1461; protector of the realm 

9 Apr 1483; acc as Richard m 26 Jun 1483; crowned 6 Jul 1483. 
minstrels (as duke of Gloucester) Shrewsbury 
(as duke of Gloucester) 
(as duke of Gloucester) 
minstrels (possible) 
minstrel (as duke of Gloucester) Shrewsbury 
taboret (as duke of Gloucester) Shrewsbury 
(as duke of Gloucester) 
bearward Shrewsbury 
entertainers Shrewsbury 

1473-4 (148) 
! 476-7 (15O) 
1477-8 (152) 
1482-3 (155) 
1477-8 (151) 
1476-7 (150) 
1478-9 (153) 
1483-4 (156) 
1483-4 (156) 
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James Stuart (19 Jun 1566-27 Mar 1625), son of Henry, Lord Darnley and Mary Stuart, 
Queen of Scots; acc as James v! of Scotland 24 Jul 1567 and as James ! of England 24 Mar 
1603; crowned 25 Jul 1603. 

players 

trumpeters 

Shrewsbury 1602-3 (288) 
Bridgnor th 1603-4 (21) 
Ludlow 1619-20 (104) 
1623-4 (109) 
Ludlow 1616-17 (94) 
Shrewsbury 1616-17 (308) 

Charles Stuart (19 Nov 1600-30 Jan 1649), son of James , qv, and Anne of Denmark; cr duke 
of Albany 23 Dec 1600; duke of York 6 Jan 1605; succ as duke of Cornwall 6 Nov 1612; cr earl 
of Chester and prince of Wales 4 Nov 1616; acc as Charles  27 Mar 1625; crowned 2 Feb 
1625; beheaded 30 Jan 1649. 

players (as prince) Shrewsbury 1614-15 (306) 
(as prince) 1616-17(308) 
(as prince) Ludlow 1620-1 (105) 
players 1627-8 (110-12) 
1630-1 (112) 
1633-4 (113) 
trumpeter/s (possible) Shrewsbury 1641-2 (320) 

Knight 
Henry Knight. Clerk of the signet of the prince of Wales 21 Feb 1511/12; clerk of the Council 
in the Marches of Wales, Aug 1511. 
entertainer Shrewsbury 1524-5 (180) 

Lady Elizabeth see Princess 

Leicester 
Robert Dudley (24 Jun 1532 or 1533-4 Sept 1588), cr baron of Denbigh, Denb, Wales, 
28 Sept, and 14th earl of Leicester 29 Sept 1564; imprisoned Jul 1553; attainted 22 Jan 
1553/4; pardoned 18 Oct 1554; restored in blood 7 Mar 1557/8. Master of the horse 1559-87; 
PC 23 Apt 1559: JP Herefand Wore 1562, 1564, 1584; chamberlain counry palatine of 
Chester 2 Ju/1565 until death; lord lieut Wore 20 Nov 1569-15 Nov 1570; chancellor and 
chamberlain, Ang, Caern, and Met, all in Wales, 26 Sept 1578; lord steward of the household 
I Nov 1584-8; warden and chief justice in eyre south of Trent 25 Nov 1585 until death. 
Scats at Kenilworth, Warw, and Wanstead, Essex; residence at Leicester House, Midd; lands in 
various counties including Wore and in Wales. 
players Ludlow 1572-3 (84) 
men Shrewsbury 1581-2 (233) 
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James Stuart (6 Apr 1612-30 Mar 1655), styled Lord Darnley, succ as 4th duke and 20th 
earl of Lennox and lOth earl of March 30 Jul 1624 and dejureas 3rd Lord Clifton 21 Aug 
1637; cr 3rd duke of Richmond 8 Aug 1641. Hereditary lord chamberlain Scotland, lord high 
adm Scotland, and keeper Dumbarton Castle, Dumbartonshire, Scotland, 30 Jul 1624; pc. 
Scotland 29 May 1633 and 17 Sept 1641; PC. 28 Jul 1633; lord steward of the household 5 Dec 
1641; pres council of the prince of Wales, Jan 1644/5. Seats at Cobham Hall, Kent, and 
Leighton Bromswold, Hunts. 
trumpeteds (possible) Shrewsbury 1641-2 (320) 

John Lingen (by 1467-1530), kt 18 Feb 1503/4. SheriffHeref 1505-6, 1516-17, 1520-1, 
1528-9; JP Heref 1507, 1509-11, 1513, 1515, 1522, 1525; comm ofgaol ddivery Heref 1511, 
4 Nov 1512, 31 Oct 1524. Seat at Stoke Edith, Herefi, lands in Herefand Shrops. 
entertaineds Shrewsbury 1527-8 (187) 

Lord Admiral 
Charles Howard (c 1536-14 Dec 1624), succ as Baron Howard 11 or 12 Jan 1572/3 and cr 
10th earl of Nottingham 22 Oct 1597. Chamberlain of the household 1 Jan 1583/4-Jul 1585; 
PC by 5 Mar 1583/4 until death; lord high adm 8 Jul 1585-27 Jan 1618/19; chief justice in 
eyresouth of Trent 15Jun 1597 unfd death; lord steward of the household 24 Oct 1597-Nov 1615; 
queen's lieut and capt-gen in thesouth of England 10 Aug 1599 and 14 Feb 1600/1. Seat at 
Effingham, Surr; manor of Haling, near Croydon, Surr. 
players Shrewsbury 1592-3 (276, 277,278-9) 

Lord Marquess see under Dorset 

Lord President 
Richard Sampson (d. 25 Sept 1554). Dean of St Stephen's, Westminster, 1516-36; dean of 
the Chapel Royal and king's chaplain 1516; canon of St Paul's, London, 1 Apt 1522; dean of 
Windsor 14 Nov 1523-36; dean of Lichfield Cathedral 12 Jun 1533; bishop of Chichester 
11 Jun 1536-9 Mar 1543; dean of St Paul's, London, 20 Jul 1536-40; bishop of Coventry 
and Lichfield 9 Mar 1543 until death; lord pres Council in the Marches of Wales 1543-8; 
 o Wore 1543-4, 1547, Heref 1543, 1547, Ches 1543, 1547, Staff 1543-4, 1547, 1554, 
Shrops 1547, Monm, Wales, 1544, 1547. Seat at Lichfield, Staflq lands in various counties 
including Ches, Shrops, and Staff. 
minstrels Ludlow 1545-6 (78) 

Henry Sidney (20 Jul 1529-5 May 1586), kt 1551 and kt of the garter 14 May 1564. Vice- 
treasurer and receiver-gen of Ireland 27 Apr 1556-9; lord justice of Ireland, jt 5 Dec 1557 
and sole 18 Jan 1558; lord pres Council in the Marches of Wales 1559 until death; jp Shrops 
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Norfolk 
Thomas Howard (1473-25 Aug 1554), styled Lord Howard 1483-1514; cr 14th earl of Surrey 
1 Feb 1513114; succ as 8th duke of Norfolk 21 May 1524; imprisoned in the Tower 12 Dec 
1546; attainted 27 Jan 154617; released and restored in blood and honours 3 Aug 1553. JP 
Heref 1525, 1528, 1531-2, 1538, 1540-1, 1543, Shrops 1526, 1529, 1532, 1536, 1538-9, 
1543, Staff 1526, 1531-2, 1536, 1538, 1540, 1543-4, Wore 1526, 1531-2, 1537-40, 1542, 
1544, Ches 1539-40, 1543, Monm, Wales, 1543-4; lord high adm 4 May 1513-Jul 1525; Pc 
by May 1516 and 10 Aug 1553; lord lieut lrdand 1520-2; treasurer of the exchequer 4 Dec 
1522 -Feb 154617; earl marshal 28 May 1533; comm ofoyer and terminer Ches, Heref, Staff, 
and Wore 1540; |ieut-gen north of Trent 29 Jan 1540/1 ; capt-gen in the North Aug 1542. 
Seat at Kenninghall, Nor lands in various counties. 
bearward Shrewsbury 1540-1 (197) 

Oxford 
John de Vere (8 Sept 1442-10 Mar 1512/13), succ as 13th earl of Oxford 26 Feb 146112; 
imprisoned in the Tower Nov 1468; pardoned 5 Apt 1469; attainted 1475; attainder reversed 
1485. Lord high adm 21 Sept 1485; Pc after 1485; hereditary lord chamberlain after 1485; 
constable of the Tower for life 29 Jun 1487. Seat at Hedingham Castle, Essex; lands in various 
counties. 
en tertalner/s Shrewsb ury 1509 - 10 (169) 

John de Vere (14 Aug 1499-14 Jul 1526), succ as 14th earl of Oxford 10 Mar 1513; styled de 
jureLord Plaiz. Hereditary lord great chamberlain of England. Seat at Hedingham Castle, Essex. 
bearward Shrewsbury 1516-17 (172) 
bearwarclJs Shrewsbury 1519 -20 (175) 

Edward de Vere (12 Apt 1550-24 Jun 1604), sryled Lord Bolebec until he succ as 17th earl 
of Oxford 3 Aug 1562; imprisoned in the Tower c Mar-8 Jun 1581. Lord great chamberlain 
3 Aug 1562. Seats at Hedinghana Castle, Essex, and Hackney, Midd. 
players Ludlow 1564-5 (82) 
1583-4 (87) 

Paklngton 
John Pakington (by 1488-21 Aug 1551), kt bet 23 Nov 1546 and 9 Feb 1547. Chirographer, 
court of Common Pleas for life 26 Sept 1508; comm of gaol delivery Wore 1530, 1538-9, 
1542, Heref 1538; sergeant at law 1 Nov 1531; jeWorc 1531-2, 1537, 1539-40, 1542, 1544, 
1547, Shrops 1536, 1538-41, 1543, 1547, Staff 1536, 1538, 1540-1, 1543, 1547, Ches 
1539-40, 1544, 1547, Heref 1540-1, 1543, 1547, Brec, Glare, Radn, all in Wales, 1541-50, 
Monm, Wales, 1543-4; member of Council in the Marches of Wales by 1534; comm ofoyer 
and terminer Heref 1538, 1540-1, 1543-5, 1547, Shrops 1538, 1541, 1543, 1544-5, 1547, 
Staff 1538, 1540-1, 1543-5, 1547, Wore 1538, 1540-1, 1543-5, 1 547, Ches 1540, Monm 
1544-5, 1547; sheriff Heref 1538-9, Wore 1540-1; recorder Worcester by 1539 until death; 
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Prince 
Henry of Monmouth (9 Aug 1387-31 Aug 1422), son of Henry v, qv, and Mary de Bohun; 
cr prince of Wales 15 Oct 1399; acc as Henry v 20 Mar 1413; crowned 9 Apt 1413. 
entertainers Shrewsbury 1400-1 (128) 
Edward of Windsor (13 Oct 1453-4 May 1471), son of Henry v, qv, and Margaret of Anjou; 
succ as 5th duke of Cornwall at birth; cr prince of Wales and earl of Chester 15 Mar 1454. 
rainstel Shrewsbury 1457-8 (140) 
1458-9 (141) 
Edward Plantagenet (2 Nov 1470-cAug 1483), son of Edward v, qv, and Elizabeth Wydevill, 
qv; cr prince of Wales 26 Jun 1471; acc as Edward v 9 Apt 1483; deposed 25 Jun 1483. 
minstrel Shrewsbury 1473-4 (148) 
1478-9 (153) 
minstrels Shrewsbury 1474-5 (149) 
1476-7 (150) 
1477-8 (152) 
rumpeters Shrewsbury 1476-7 (149-50) 

Arthur Tudor (20 Sept 1486-2 Apt 1502), 1st son of Henry v, qv, succ as 8th duke of Corn- 
wall at birth; cr prince of Wales and 20th earl of Chester 29 Nov 1489. 
en tertainers Shrewsbury 1494 -5 (162) 

Henry Frederick Stuart (19 Feb 1593/4-6 Nov 1612), 1st son ofJames , qv, succ as 1 lth duke 
of Rothesay, Scotland, at birth and 13th duke of Cornwall 24 Mar 1602/3; cr prince of Wales 
and 22nd earl of Chester 4 Jun 1610. 
players Shrewsbury 1608-9 (293) 
Bridgnor th 1609-10 (22) 

Charles Stuart (29 May 1630-6 Feb 1685), son of Charles I and Henrietta Mafia, succ as 16th 
duke of Cornwall at birth; declared prince of Wales 12 May 1638 and 24th earl of Chester by 
4 Apt 1646; exiled 2 Mar 1645/6-26 May 1660; became king de jure30 Jan 1648/9; proclaimed 
king 5 May 1660; acc as Charles  29 May 1660; crowned 23 Apt 1661. 
trumpeter/s (possible) Shrewsbury 1641-2 (320) 

See also under King 

Prince 
Elizabeth Stuart (mid-Aug 1596-13 Feb 1662), da of James v (of Scotland) and  (of England), 
qv, and Anne of Denmark, qv; m Frederick v, elector palatine, 14 Feb 1612/13; crowned 
queen of Bohemia 7 Nov 1619. 
players (as Lady Elizabeth) Shrewsbury 1612-13 (303) 
players 1613-14 (303) 
players (as Lady Elizabeth) Ludlow 1619-20 (105) 
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Staff by 8 Aug 1569; IP Shrops and Staffby 1573/4, and Mont, Wales, by 1591; member of 
Council in the Marches of Wales Aug 1601. Seat at Stafford Castle, Staff. 
musicians Shrewsbury 1575-6 (221) 
players Ludlow 1576-7 (85) 
Shrewsbury 1581-2 (232) 
See also under Buckingham 
Strange 
John Lestrange ofKnockin, Shrops (c 1352-28 Jul 1397), succ as 6th Lord Strange 1382. jp 
Shrops 1382-5, 1388, 1390-1, 1394, 1396; comm ofoyer and terminer Shrops 1382, 1384-5, 
1388, 1391, 1394, 1396; comm of array Shrops 1385, 1392. Seat at Knockin, Shrops; lands 
in Shrops, Staff, and in Wales. 
entertainer/s Shrewsbury 1388-9 (127) 
Ferdinando Stanley {c 1559-16 Apt 1594), son of Henry, 13th earl of Derby, qv; styled Lord 
Strange from 1572; succ as 14th earl of Derby and lord of the Isle of Man 25 Sept 1593. 
Deputy lieut 1585 and lord lieut Ches 25 Sept 1593 until death; vice-adm CAes 1594. Seats 
at Lathom and Knowsley, Lanc, and Knockin, Shrops. 
players Shrewsbury 1592-3 (277, 278-9) 
Suffolk 
William de la Pole (16 Oct 1396-2 May 1450), succ as 8th earl of Suffolk 25 Oct 1415; cr 
1st marquess of Suffolk 14 Sept 1444, 15th earl of Pembroke 23 Feb 1446/7, and 1st duke 
of Suffolk 2 Jun 1448; imprisoned in the Tower 28 Jan 1449/50; released 19 Mar 1449/50; 
banished as of I May 1450; beheaded 2 May 1450. PC 6 Nov 1431; lord steward of the 
household 1432/3-50; chief justice South Wales by 28 Jul 1438-Feb 1439/40 and county 
palatine of Chester and North Wales, sole 19 Feb 1439140 and jt I Dec 1443; ]P Staff 1439; 
lord chamberlain for life 24 Feb 1446/7; lord high adm 9 Aug 1447. Seat at Wingfidd, Surf 
entertainers Shrewsbury 1445-6 (134) 
Charles Brandon (c 1484-22 Aug 1545), cr 5th Viscount Lisle 15 May 1513 and 4th duke 
of Suffolk I Feb 1513/14; surrendered viscountcy 20 Apt 1523. Chamberlain North Wales 
22 Nov 1509; PC bef 15 May 1513 until death; earl marshal 21 May 1524-20 May 1533; 
pres of the Privy Council Feb 1529/30 until death; JP Shrops 1531, 1536, 1538-9, 1543, Staff 
1531-2, 1536, 1538, 1540, 1543-4, Worc 1531-2, 1537-40, 1542, 1544, Ches 1539-40, 
1543, Monm, Wales, 1543-4; comm ofoyer and terminer Ches, Heref, Staff, Worc 1540; 
lord steward of the household bef 13 Apt 1540 until death; comm of array Herefand Worc 
1545. Seat at Tattershall Castle, Linc; lands in various counties. 
bearwad/s Shrewsbury 1519-20 (175) 
bearward Shrewsbury 1520-1 (177) 
1522-3 (179) 
1524-5 (180) 
1527-8 (187) 
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interluders Shrewsbury 1524-5 (180) 
players Ludlow 1543-4 (77, 78) 

Talbot 
Gilbert Talbot (1383-19 Oct 1418), succ as 5th Lord Talbot 1396; succ as Lord Strange of 
Blackmere 1 Jun 1413. jP Heref 1408, 1413, 1416, Shrops 1408, 1410, 1413, 1416; justiciary 
Ches 5 Nov 1410; chief justice Ches 27 Oct 1413. Principal residences at Archenfield, Glouc, 
Whitchurch, Shrops, and Goodrich, Here', lands in Hetef and Shtops. 
entertainers Shrewsbury 1407-8 (129) 

Gilbert Talbot (c 1452-19 Sept 1517), kt 1485 and kt banneret 16 Jun 1487; kt of the garter 
11 Jan 1495. Esquire of the body 1473-83; steward of the towns and lordships of Whitchurch 
and Blakemere, Shrops, 8 Oct 1473; 1 Shrops 1477-8, 1480, 1483, 1485-7, 1490, 1493, 
1502-3, 1511-14, Worc 1493-4, 1497, 1500-2, 1504-7, 1510-15, Hetef 1502-3, 1505, 
1507, 1509-11, 1513-15, Staff 1508-11, 1514; steward Were, Shrops, 1481; ME Shrops or 
Shrewsbury? 1484, 1485-6 and Shrops 1487?, 1489-907, 1491-2, 1495; sheriffShrops 
1485-6; PC 1485-1509; comm ofoyer and terminer Shrops 1495, 1502, Staff 1495, Worc 
1495, 1502, the Marches of Wales 1502; comm of musters Worc 1496; comm of array Worc 
1496, 1502, Heref, Shrops, Marches of Wales 1502; chamberlain of North Wales 1508; 
steward of the honour of Tutbury, Staff, by 1509; steward of the forest and town of Fecken- 
ham, Worc, by 1509; steward of Chaddesley Corbett, Worc, by 1513. Seat at Grafion, Worc; 
lands in Shrops and Worc. 
entertainers Shrewsbury 1506 -7 (166) 
enter tainer/s Shrewsbury 1510 - 11 (170) 
John Talbot (d. 1550), son and heir of Sir Gilbert Talbot (d. 1517), qv; kt 13 Oct 1513. Knight 
of the body of the royal household 1516; IP Staff 1526, 1531-2, 1540, Shrops 1531-2, 
1539-40, Heref 1540, Wore 1540, 1547; sheriffShrops 1527- 8, 1533-4, 1537-8, 1541-2; 
comm of gaol delivery Shrewsbury Castle, Shrops, 1530, Stafford gaol, Staff, 1530; comm of 
oyer and terminer Heref 1538-9, 1541, 1543-4, 1544-5, Shrops 1538-9, 1541, 1543-5, 
Staff 1538-9, 1541, 1543-5, Worc 1539, Monm, Wales, 1543-5. Seats at Grafton, Worc, 
and Albrighton, Shrops; lands in Ches, Heref, Shtops, Wore, and in Wales. 
entertainers Shrewsbury 1520-1 (176) 
1527-8 (187) 
minstrels Ludlow 1528-9 (75) 
See also under Shrewsbury 
Tankerville 
Henry Grey, or de Grey (c 1419-13 Jan 1449/50), succ as 2nd count of Tankerville, Normandy 
and lord of Powis and of Tilly 22 Mar 142011; livery of lands 5 Dec 1441.1P Heref 1431-3, 
1435, 1437, 1441, 1443, Shrops 1431, 1444-5. Lands in Wales. 
minstrels Shrewsbury 1445-6 (133) 
1447-8 (135) 
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1470; beheaded 18 Oct 1470. Comm ofoyer and terminer Worc 1451-2, 1464, Heref,, Shrops, 
Staff, Wales 1452; J' Worc 1451, 1454, 1458-9, 1469; treasurer of England 15 Apt 1452- 
15 Mar 1454/5, 14 Apt 1462-24 Jun 1463, and 10 Jul 1470 until arrest; 'c in or bef 1453; 
jt keeper of the sea 3 Apt 1454-30 Jul 1455 and 5 Aug 1463; deputy of Ireland 1456-7; 
chief justice of North Wales for life 25 Nov 1461-28 Aug 1467; constable of the Tower of 
London for life 2 Dec 1461 and re-appointed jt constable 18 Feb 1467/8; constable of England 
7 Feb 1461/2-24 Aug 1467 and re-appointed for life 14 March 1469/70; lord steward of the 
household after 9 Jan 1462/3-68; chancellor of Ireland for life 31 Jan 1463/4-68; deputy lieut 
of lreland Sept 1467; lieut of Ireland 23 Mar 1470 until arrest; chamberlain of exchequer for 
life 30 Apt 1470 until arrest. Residence at Bassingbourn, Camb; lands in various counties 
including Shrops. 
minstrel/s Shrewsbury 1466-7 (145) 

Edward Somerset (c 1550-3 Mar 1627/8), styled Lord Herbert until succ as 9th earl of 
Worcester and Baron Herbert 21 Feb 1588/9. Member of Council in the Marches of Wales 
16 Dec 1590; 'c 29 Jun 1601; lord lieut Glam and Monm, both in Wales, sole 17Jul 1602 
and jt 3 Dec 1626 until death; custos rot Monm, Wales, Jun 1603; jr Worc 1608, 1626; lord 
keeper of the privy seal 2 Jan 1615/16 until death. Seat at Raglan, Monm, Wales; residence 
at Hackney, Midd. 
players Shrewsbury 1590-1 (248) 
Ludlow 1595-6 (89) 

York 
Richard of York or Plantagenet (21 Sept 1411-30 Dec 1460), succ as 3rd duke of York 25 Oct 
1415, 6th earl of March, Lord Mortimer ofWigmore, Heref, and 9th earl of Ulster 18 Jan 
1425 and restored as 5th earl of Cambridge by 19 May 1426; probably resigned earldom of 
March, bet Sept and Dec 1445; attainted 20 Nov 1459; declared heir to the throne 25 Oct 
1460. JO Shrops 1432, 1439-41, 1443-5, 1448-9, 1453-4, 1457-8, 1460, Worc 1433, 1435, 
1437, 1440, 1443, 1451, 1454, 1458-9, Heref 1437, 1441, 1443, 1451, 1453, 1455-9, 
Staff 1454, 1456, 1459; t'c 24 Feb 1439; lieut Ireland 29 Sept 1447-Mar 1452/3 and 1 Dec 
1454-9; protector of the realm 3 Apt 1454-Feb 1454/5 and 19 Nov 1455-25 Feb 1455/6; 
constable castles of Aberysrwyth, Card, and Carmarthen and Carreg Cennen, Carm, all in 
Wales, 2 Jun 1455-Apr 1457. Lands in various counties including Heref. 
entertainers Shrewsb ury 1445- 6 (133) 
1450-1 (137) 
entertainers/minstrels Shrewsbury 1449-50 (136) 
minstrels Shrewsbury 1446-7 (135) 
1451-2 (138) 
1457-8 (141) 

Richard of Shrewsbury or Plantagenet (17 Aug 1473-after 16 Jun 1483), 2nd son of Edward 
iv, qv; cr 5 th duke of York 28 May 1474, 7th earl of Nottingham 12 Jun 1476, and 5th duke 
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Shrewsbury, Shrops 
interluders 
player (?) 

Wells, Somers 

Whitchurch, Shrops 
interluders 

Blackmere 
Ludlow 
Ludlow 

Ludlow 

Blackmere 
Shavington 

1424-5 (354) 
1546-7 (79) 
1550-1 (80) 
1551-2 (80) 

1539-40 (76) 

1401-2 (353) 
1639-40 (355) 

725 

Wrexham, Shrops 
interluders Shrewsbury 1540-1 (197) 
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torth nfloaf, lenitedforrn dorth 69/27 
tosdvrvs adj pitiful [ModW tosturus]; lenited 
firm dosdvrv* 67137 

wrando see gwrando 
/the n m time, here in prep phr in vorthe once 
67/27 [ModW gwaith, unwaith] 

widdan see gwiddan 
wilog see gwilog 
wralg see g'wwig 

ymladdog a" aggressive, fierce 70/3 [derived 
flora 'lladd' fightl 
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Abbey Foregate suburb of Shrewsbury 229, 290-1, 
309, 320-2,362, 371,655, 671 
Abbot. George. archbishop of Canterbury. artic|es 
of enquiry of 5. 410 
abbot, of St Peter's Abbey. Shrewsbury see monks 
and nuns; and Patrons and Travelling 
Companies under Abbot 
Abbot of Marham. game 176. 178. 191. 200-1. 
203. 404. 658-9 
'A.B.C..' tune of jig 26 
Abdon 40-50. 341. 406. 634-5. 689 
church, communion table cloth (caspe0 of 
40-50. 634-5 
Abergavnny (Purgeveney). Henry Nevill. baron 
of see Patrons and Travelling Companies 
Abree. Philip 324 
Blackmere household (Neville, Talbo0 353-4, 
465-6 
Bridgnor th chamberlains' 18- 22, 414 - 15 
Council in the Marches of Wales 92-3, 429 
Ludlow town 74-94, 104-6, 109-10, 112-13, 
421-6, 644 
Shavington household (Needham) 355-6, 
466 -7 
Shrewsbury churchwardens' 239-40, 319, 
459-60 
Shrewsbury craft guilds' 147-8, 152-4, 157-8, 
160-7, 169-71,180-1,188-90, 195-7, 
221,226-8,235-6, 238-9, 241-2, 244, 
283-90. 292, 300-2, 306-9,313-14, 457-9 
Shrewsbury school 241,457 
Shrewsbury town 127-41,143-6, 148-57, 
159-62, 164-210, 215,219-22, 225, 
232-3, 235, 238, 241-2, 245-6, 248-52. 
276-7, 284-6, 288, 290, 293,300-1,303, 
306, 308,320, 378,381-2, 436-7 
Worfield churchwardens' 342-52, 465 
acrobats seetightrope-walkers andtumblers 
and tumbling 
Acton. Adam. of Ludlow 105. 109 
- John. rector ofWheathill 11.57-9 
Acton Burnell 127 
Acton Scott (Scottes Acton. Skottesacton) 10-11. 
412 

actors see players and playing 
Acts of Office books, diocese of Hereford 361-2. 
393. 405. 407. 409. 412-13. 416-20. 428. 
430-2. 463-5. 472. 474-5 
Arian,s (Adames). John 74 
- Richard. of Ludlow 94. 103 
- Richard. of Shrewsbury. mercer 506 
Addeton. Roger 310 
Adis (Adys). Roger 141 
Admiral. Lord. players of 648 
See also Patrons and Travelling Companies under 
Lord Admiral 
/Ethdred. ealdorman of Mercia 369 
affrays 142. 143. 274-5. 310-11. 336 
Alberbury 673 
Alto&. John. bishop of Worcester 360 
Alcroffte. William. mercer 183. 188 
aldermen see Ludlow andShrewsbury under civic 
Ocers 
alehouses, inns, and taverns 4-5.8. 10. 21. 105. 
223-4. 334. 384 
The Angel. Ludlow 42 
The Bull. Ludlow 92. 384 
The Gullet. Shrewsbury 158. 207. 233. 654. 
657. 668 
The Sextry. Shrewsbury 158. 654 
The Star. Wellington 336 
See also playing places 
ALlen, Thomas 86 
ALleyn, Edward, lord admiral's man 278-9, 460, 
679 
- Elizabeth, sister-in-law of Edward 278 
- Joan, wife of Edward 278-9, 460 
ALIon ..... house of 221 
Allscot, 680 
Alsap (Alsop, Alsopp), John 77-9, 643 
Amaund (a Maunde), William 41-2, 44, 46 
Amys, Thomas 210 
Andeton, Richard 233 
Andrews (Andrewes), Richard, morris dancer at 
Shrewsb ury 311-12 
- Robert, singer 198 
Angell. Anne 57, 59. 638 
animals 383; in churchyards, prohibited 7-9; 
trained 237, 276 
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